
 

LANGLEY 

PARK 

SCHOOL 

FOR 

BOYS  

Headteacher’s Bulletin        Summer Term 2020 

 

 

 
Virtual Art Exhibition 

 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to my final update at the end of what has been an unprecedented year. Although I have mentioned various groups 
of people in my weekly updates throughout the lockdown period who have made a particular contribution to the school I 
would like once again to say a big thank you to so many people who have been absolutely remarkable in the way that they 
have faced the challenge of Covid-19 and the lockdown.  

Firstly, a big thank you to my Premises Team and the Cleaning Team who have kept the site clean and safe for our students 
throughout this period. I am very proud of the fact that aside from the Bank Holidays and weekends the school has been open 
to support our vulnerable students and the children of key workers every single day. This is a fantastic achievement. I am also 
grateful to my office and Admin Teams who have continued to work behind the scenes to ensure that the school has contin-
ued to operate. This includes the Finance Team who have continued to pay the bills and process the orders whilst also manag-
ing the Free School Meals Voucher Scheme, the Admissions Team who have ensured we have a new Year 6 cohort ready to 
start in September, the 6

th
 Form Admin Team who have done the same with Year 12, and the reception team who have contin-

ued to provide support remotely both to support our key worker provision and also to ensure we are ready for September.  

I would then like to say a special thank you to my fantastic team of Teachers, Teaching Assistants and Cover Coaches who have 
not only provided the on-site support to our key worker students, but who have also adapted remarkably well to the new way 
of learning that we have found ourselves having to master and who have very much taken the changes around us in their 
stride. I am as ever immensely proud of our students who have also adapted to the new way of learning remarkably well, whilst 
also in many cases going above and beyond what might have been expected by helping out with their families, and in the 
wider local community. If there are positives to come from the Covid crisis then the growing re-emergence of community spirit 
has certainly been one of them. Finally I would like to say a big thank you to you as parents for your support throughout this 
period of time. I know it has not been easy for you to manage the demands of remote working yourselves, whilst also trying to 
support your sons and daughters with remote learning, often whilst making use of shared computer equipment, but I am ex-
tremely grateful for the messages of support and thanks that have come in to me from parents on a weekly basis following my 
weekly updates. We have all done our best, and I think as a big Langley family we have all done ourselves proud.  

The Langley Virtual Showcase 

We are finishing this year in traditional Langley Boys style with our Summer Showcase. This year of course it’s virtual. I am very 
grateful to Joe Costello and all of the staff and students who have worked so hard to bring this together. The Showcase will be 
streamed on our school Youtube Channel and will go live at 7:30pm tonight. The link to the show is below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQUKYgeXKVk&feature=youtu.be 

Start of Term 

The new term begins for Years 7, 11 and 13 on Wednesday 2
nd

 September. Please see the attached letter for the staggered 
arrival times. 

Years 8, 9 and 10 return on Thursday 3
rd

 September. 

The first day of term for Year 12 will be Monday 7
th

 September, with course confirmation day on Friday 4
th

 September. Details 
of the start time for year 12 on 7

th
 September will follow. 

All that remains is for me to wish you all a very relaxing and restful summer holiday. I know it has been very hard for many 
families and hopefully we can look forward to a new academic year which feels a bit more normal. 

Thanks again for your support this year, and have a really good break. Time to log off for the summer…… 

Best wishes 

  

Mr S. Parsons 

Headteacher 

Langley Park School for Boys 

  

  

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQUKYgeXKVk&feature=youtu.be


 
Art 

As usual the Art department has been a hotbed of cre-

ativity this year and the Coronavirus lockdown hasn’t 

stopped us! 

The year started with our Big Draw event – a futuristic 

robotic extravaganza where students created artists of 

the future through collage, drawing and mixed media 

work. The inspiration came from Hannah Höch, the 

Bauhaus scene and Eduardo Paolozzi.  

In December we collaborated with The Royal Drawing 

School on a life drawing workshop for year 12 and 13. 

The students had the opportunity to work with tutors 

from the BA and MA courses. The work produced was 

of an outstanding quality! This was made possible by a 

grant from Jack Petchey in recognition of the out-

standing work of Mrs. Hill.  

From January onwards the students were full steam 

ahead with final pieces and exams. We were looking 

forward to some amazing results and a stunning exhi-

bition however before we knew it, lockdown com-

menced. This didn’t stop our young artists! 

Swapping the art studio for kitchen tables, garden 

sheds and the living room floor, the LPSB Young artists 

did not let us down. Alongside project work, key stage 

3 students tried out a range of ‘Arty Activities’ to pass 

the lockdown time. These included building the tallest 

tower possible from household objects to drawing a 

window mural in recognition of the NHS with chalk 

markers. We have curated over 170 examples of out-

standing work in our first ever virtual art exhibition- if 

you’ve not visited it yet, it’s a must-see! Some high-

lights of the show are manga inspired works by Ollie 

Dawson, drawings from Jack Taylor and Zaki Gokalp. 

Our sixth form artists have been working incredibly 

hard during lockdown. I’m sure some of our local 

houses now resemble the studio of Jackson Pollock or 

Francis Bacon! It’s been a pleasure to see such inspir-

ing work shared through Teams. When the year 12 

groups reunited at school we decided to create a large 

scale work that responded to the ongoing BLM move-

ment. This consisted of a collaborative portrait of Bre-

ona Taylor and Colin Kaepernick layered with drawings 

from historical figures that have become part of this 

complex narrative. It was wonderful to create artwork 

together whilst discussing some of the things that 

have changed in the world during 2020. 

We had the fantastic news in May that Jennifer Sanni 

from year 12 has had her work selected for The Royal 

Academy Young Artists Summer Show from over 6200 

applications. This will be showcased online this Sum-

mer, this is following hot on the heels of Ella Plumb 

who exhibited at The Royal Academy last year.  

The Art department would like to congratulate stu-

dents on such wonderful work this year and also thank 

the friends and families of our young artists in sup-

porting them in their creative endeavours! 

Oliver Carpenter 

Jennifer Sanni 



Art 

Ollie Dawson 

Big Bear by Mrs Hill 



  Science 

There are been many examples of fantastic work in Sci-
ence over the lockdown period, too many to mention 
them all so here is a small selection. 

The Year 10 triple group were asked to cover the tasks 
of the liver in the form or a job advert or an old style 
wanted poster. Some went on to talk about the need 
for livers in donation as well, using figures they have 
researched to back this up.  

 

With increasing numbers of people getting more into 
plants and gardening during lockdown, the same 
group were asked to take a cutting from a plant they 
thought would root well in water. They needed to re-
search the role of auxins in plants to pick suitable ones, 
with the largest roots in September winning a prize. 

Our Year 7 Scientists were asked to carry out a pro-
ject on Space and 7P1 who have been outstanding 
during their Home Learning have made some excel-
lent Solar System Models. 

 

Tymon Herdus in year 7 has worked really well on 
class activities in lockdown.  He has also joined in the 
Science club activities on Teams, showing an interest 
in the Space project and viewing planets, taking an 
interest in the satellite string that was visible, then 
sending a video of himself using the sun and a mag-
nifying glass to write his name in wood!   

A special mention must go to Louis Edwards in 7L4 
who has absolutely excelled in his home learning 
projects.  He made video clips of himself completing 
the science practical activities set. Also all of 9P1 - for 
being absolutely awesome and for the duration of 
home schooling having a 100% submission rate for 
all the work set. 

 

 

8L2 have been amazing with their general attitude and 
work ethic, producing some excellent work, in particular 
an amazing "MINECRAFT vs REAL LIFE" project .... it was 
fantastic, as they are all experts in Minecraft (the video 
game) and were able to relate how they mine for metal 
ores in the game and compare it to how we mine for, 
and extract iron, aluminium and other metals in real life 
(Mrs Hasan)  



Drama 

This year in the Drama department has been very 
strange! We are incredibly proud of the way our stu-
dents have dealt with the shift in gear towards the end 
of another busy term. 

In Key Stage 3, we have had over 150 submissions to 
our Tik Tok challenge, ranging from attempts to lip sync 
and copy extremely famous moments from film and 
television, to very creative devised work surrounding 
the theme of Lockdown and being socially distant. A 
huge thank you to all the students that put themselves 
out there and attempted the rather unique assignment 
on Microsoft Teams! 

At KS4 our incredible GCSE cohort completed their 
scripted exams in February to a visiting examiner. Miss 
Hall and Mr Vickery were blown away by the incredible 
talent on show – and these examinations were the icing 
on the cake for a fantastic 2 years of Drama. We wish 
the year 11’s the very best of luck with whatever they 
are doing next – and hope that many of them are re-
turning to us to begin A Level Drama in September! 

In KS5, we have had another extremely busy year. Stu-
dents across the Sixth Form took part in our 6

th
 Langley 

Shakespeare production of ‘King Lear’ which ran for 4 
nights. The attitude, focus and work ethic of the cast 
once again amazed us – and we feel so lucky that every 
year the talent coming through in these LSC plays con-
tinues to astound us. In February, many of the depart-
ment’s most talented student took part in our Upper 
School Musical ‘The Producers’ – showing again the 
vast array of skills and talent that our Sixth Form cohort 
have. Our year 12’s then turned their hand to the physi-
cal theatre style of their component 1 examination – 
Frantic Assembly and produced a 9 minute perfor-
mance which accompanied a monologue from Andrew 
Bovell’s ‘Things I Know to Be True’ which was show-
cased live at this year’s Dance Showcase. We couldn’t 
be more proud of the cohort in adapting to a tricky 
style and undertaking a series of extremely challenging 
rehearsals to produce a very powerful piece of live the-
atre. 

Our year 13 students were in the challenging process of 
finalising their Component 2 examinations when the 
rumours of a total lockdown were rising. Indeed, the 
very day of their final examination, these hard working, 
talented students had to come to terms with the likeli-
hood that they would perform their exam on the very 
last day they would be in school. The department were 
stunned by their commitment and focus to produce 5 
outstanding pieces of live theatre. We are also very 
lucky to have been able to sit the exam at all – with eve-
ry student performing the best run of their pieces. We 
couldn’t have asked for more. I’d like to add a huge 
thank you to the outgoing year 13’s – they have navi-
gated both the Drama course and the extra-curricular 
demands of the school with unparalleled rigour and 
commitment. We will be very sad to see them go. 

To all our students – as ever – thank you for your in-
credible hard work and creativity this year. Have a great 
summer! 

Virtual Showcase 

Langley goes live with the first ever Virtual Showcase 
-with students recording from home, around the 
school and on the Performance Hall stage...the show 
must go on!  

Tune in tonight at 7:30pm on the Langley Park Pro-
ductions YouTube channel.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UClvyM_zOnoKIeyWyIS1bFfA 

 
German 

The German students have had another excellent 
year and have impressed us all with their fantastic 
work during the lockdown period. They have en-
gaged brilliantly with the activities on the website 
Language Nut and Langley Park School for Boys is 
consequently number 11 in the world ranking of 
schools! A special mention goes to Jude Osei-
Amoaten, who is top of the leader board with an 
outstanding 221,900 points, well done Jude! Every 
year group has engaged very well and last week, 
over 50 certificates were sent home to students from 
years 7-10 for their great work. Well done to all the 
Germanists! We hope you have a lovely summer 
break. Viel Spaß! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClvyM_zOnoKIeyWyIS1bFfA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClvyM_zOnoKIeyWyIS1bFfA




 History 

What a funny old year it's been! The History depart-
ment does sincerely hope that every single student 
told their family to keep hold of the Prime Minister's 
letter as one day it will be a significant piece of histori-
cal evidence when studying the outbreak. I also secret-
ly hope that our members of the History society have 
been keeping a log of life under lockdown in the 
knowledge that Historians of the future can use them 
to understand how the pandemic affected young peo-
ple. Even better if it was and written Samuel Pepys 
style! Even with lockdown, students across key stages 
3, 4 and 5 managed to carry on in true Blitz spirit and 
deliver our entire content for Key Stage 3 (see below) 
whilst ensuring as much as possible that students in 
years 10 and 12 covered a sufficient amount of GCSE 
and A level content.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year, Year 7 studied William the Conqueror and 
how he was able to control England. We looked at dif-
ferent methods including stone castles, some of our 
Year 7s had the opportunity to make castles including 
different methods of defence and protection! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8 studied The Transatlantic Slave Trade and the 
Civil Rights movement. During the term the boys used 
what they had learned in their lessons to write up slave 
diaries and the abhorrent treatment of Africans during 
the 17th to 19th century across the globe.   
 
In Year 9 we focussed on European history from 1900 
to 1945, looking at the First World War, the Rise of the 
Dictators across Europe and how this led to the Sec-
ond World War finishing with the Holocaust. 9P1 
made trenches and they were all fantastic! They in-
cluded detailed models, which included fire steps, 
bunkers and even no-mans land!   

 

 

Looking forward to getting back to some form of nor-
mality next year with you all. We’ve got some amazing 
plans for the history society and Black History Month 
this October so stay tuned!  

Politics 
Highlight of the year: Washington 2020  

The US political system was brought to life this year 
for our outgoing year 13 Politics students. An all-
round fantastic trip to the nation’s capital took us to 
each of the three highest branches of the US govern-
ment. We had a closer glimpse of the executive, legis-
lative and judicial buildings and were lucky enough to 
find out about much more about their daily opera-
tions. Washington 2020 was an adventure that will not 
soon be forgotten. 

Our year 12 Politics students have been learning that 
writing an essay is not the only way to demonstrate 
advanced evaluation skills. We have been utilising 
online graphic design platforms to create visual repre-
sentations of judgements based on previous learning 
and independent research. Using this method makes 
our judgements more complex. This ensures we con-
sider a good range of factors in our evaluation, and 
quickly get into the habit of comparing the signifi-
cance of these factors. We will be returning to these 
evaluations when we return in September, as a stimu-
lus for class debate on this topic. Aren’t they beauti-
ful?! 



English 

The English department have been continuing to work 
on the schemes of work pupils would have been study-
ing had they been in school.  We have been hugely im-
pressed with the application of the young men and 
women of the school and the way they have adapted to 
the virtual learning environment, and we feel confident 
that we can hit the ground running in September. 

A pleasing number of pupils, parents, carers and grand-
parents took part in our short story writing competi-
tion.  With a word limit of 100 words, the English de-
partment were incredibly impressed with the imagina-
tion and craft of all contributors.  Special mentions 
went to James Wickham (8A), Patrick Moody (11E) and 
Mrs Erica Blatchford-Geffen (parent) for the quality of 
their contributions. 

We would like to wish all pupils and parents/carers a 
restful and enjoyable summer break. 

 RS 
The year began much as normal for the RS department 
with the visit from Nabi Nandan Das from the Hindu 
centre who helped the year 7’s with their understand-
ing of Hinduism and encouraged them with their dra-
ma skills as they acted out the Diwali story with great 
enthusiasm.  October saw the year 13’s visiting the 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer centre in Forest Hill to learn more 
about this famous theologian and his views which 
would help them with their A Level unit on Christian 
Moral Action ( little did we know what was to happen 
with the exams). In January year 10’s & 11’s were lucky 
enough to go to Kraków, Poland to visit Auschwitz. 
Our visit coincided with the 75th anniversary of the 
liberation of the camp. It was extremely moving time 
and we had the privilege to meet survivor Rachel 
Chencinski Roth and hear some of her story.  

In early March Year 12 girls took part in the celebration 
of the Women’s World Day of Prayer at St John’s Eden 
Park which was the main celebration of the event in 
Beckenham where they were praised for their presen-
tations.   

 

Then the lockdown happened! Exams for years 13 & 
11 were, as we know, cancelled and students were to 
be graded based on their work and efforts through-
out the courses, which I am happy to report boded 
well for the RS students as they have consistently 
worked hard and studied hard so I hope they receive 
the grades they expect.  

With only 2 teachers in the RS department and ap-
proximately 680 students in Key Stage 3 it has been 
rather a challenge to keep track of them all during the 
lockdown as well as the exam classes but we hope 
that we have provided interesting work for the stu-
dents to complete and would like to praise all of them 
for their hard work and diligence during this difficult 
time. 

I would finally like to wish Miss Islam well in her new 
teaching post as she leaves Langley to venture to pas-
tures new and hope that she settles well as we all 
begin a new (hopefully) normal academic year. 

 

Dance 

The Dance Department would like to thank all the stu-
dents who created choreography, performed on stage 
or worked backstage this year! We are extremely lucky 
to have wonderful students who commit, develop and 
grow as individuals. Thank you to everyone who at-
tended a theatre trip or workshop. Thank you for at-
tending all extra-curricular clubs and brightening up 
the end of the teaching days. Thank you to every stu-
dent who has completed home learning and uploaded 
videos, especially for The Virtual Showcase. Have a 
wonderful summer break and see you in September to 
continue the creativity. Mrs Willis and Mrs Crawford.  

  



 PE 

Well done to all students who, despite challeng-
ing times, have managed to stay active and in-
volved in sport throughout the lockdown period. 
The PE department is delighted with the high 
number of students, staff and parents who have 
taken part in Mr Brennan’s weekly challenges as 
well as those who have followed the department 
sports videos posted on Microsoft Teams and the 
Langley Park Sport social media channels – such 
as Mr Purdy’s Garden Rugby Skills, Mr Batten’s 
Garage Cricket or Mr Falconer’s Hockey challeng-
es.  More recently it has been brilliant to welcome 
so many students back to the rugby, hockey and 
cricket training sessions we have been able to of-
fer as part of our return to sport.  Over 200 stu-
dents have signed up and attended practices each 
weekday morning and the effort and enthusiasm 
of both students and coaches attending these 
practices has been great to see and it has been a 
very welcome return for everybody involved.  For 
the past 4 weeks a number of Langley Park pupils 
have also taken part in the London Youth Games 
Virtual Games by entering individual scores in a 
variety of sporting challenges and their exploits 
helped Bromley to finish 2

nd
 out of the 32 London 

boroughs - a great achievement. With lockdown 
beginning to ease we cannot wait to continue to 
work towards a full return to play and get Langley 
Park Sport back up and running in September. 

Psychology 

The Psychology students have created some fantastic 
work this term. Covering “Social psychology” and 
“biopsychology” remotely has certainly been a chal-
lenge, but the quantity and quality of work produced 
has been magnificent to observe. One of my favourite 
pieces to mark was the “model brain cells”, where stu-
dents’ creativity surpassed what I would have expected 
in the classroom. 

 

Alannah Bresnihan – Model Neurons 

It was great when students were able to return to 

school briefly, and during this time they conducted 

some actual psychological research. Again, this sur-

passed what we had been expecting, with the ideas, 

design, and analysis in many cases worthy of actual 

publication. A couple of highlights were “The rela-

tionship between screen time and stress levels” By 

Monica Fiddeman, Lauren McClafferty & Beth 

Woolaway, a report that should be read by all stu-

dents, parents and academics! There were also a 

couple of brilliant legal psychology investigations: 

“Relationship between physical attractiveness and 

sentencing outcomes” by Emily Jacobs and Emily 

Johnson, and “How women are treated in the jus-

tice system depending on the gender of the judge” 

By Jake Diamond, Anna Murphy-O’Connor and Ella 

Phillips. There were many other excellent reports, 

and it made me wonder if another suitable investi-

gation would be to research whether this time away 

from the classroom had actually increased stu-

dents’ creativity and wider academic understand-

ing. 

It was sad that the Psychology Book Club had to 
come to a premature end this year due to lock-
down, but students continued to be involved, read-
ing and reviewing psychology books. This was 
pleasing to not only see the amount of additional 
voluntary work students had done, but has also 
given me some great ideas for future reads for 
book club next year.  

Here are two insightful reviews which will hopefully 
encourage others to go out and read more psy-
chology! 

Love's Executioner and Other Tales of                  
Psychotherapy                       
by Irvin D. Yalom 
 
Review by Maddie De Freitas 
 

Love's Executioner and Other 
Tales of Psychotherapy by 
Irvin D. Yalom offers an insight 
into ten of Yalom’s patients. 
Each patient comes from dif-
ferent lifestyles, however all of 
them turned to therapy for 
“common problems of everyday life”. This included: 
loneliness, self-contempt, impotence, migraine 
headaches, sexual compulsivity, obesity, hyperten-
sion, grief, a consuming love obsession, mood 
swings, and depression. However, through therapy 
Yalom was able to uncover the roots of his patients 
problems which linked to the basis of their identity. 
I was particularly interested by two of the patients: 
Thelma (in the chapter titled ‘Love’s Executioner’) 
and Betty (in the chapter titled ‘Fat Lady’). 
Thelma was a depressed and suicidal, seventy-year-
old woman who had a consuming love obsession 
with a thirty-five-year-old man, for the past eight 
years. Yalom believed that her obsession was down 
to the need for intimacy. Thelma needed a connec-
tion to someone, but provided this through the 
fantasy of a person. 
 

 



Psychology Contd. 

This was the longest story in the book, and I felt that it 
added time to understand the beliefs of Yalom himself. 
He demonstrates how he does not appreciate talking 
about love. However, after reading ‘Love’s Executioner’ I 
felt that not only had Thelma been cured of her love 
obsession, but Yalom had been cured of his hatred to-
wards the concept of love. 
The next story that really interested me was Betty’s sto-
ry. This really revealed the issues that Yalom had faced 
in his childhood and how that has affected his outlook 
on society as an adult. He highlights in this story that 
the circumstances of his childhood led him to hate 
those who are ‘fat’. 
This demonstrated a theory of psychology that how we 
are treated as a child affects the way we treat others, 
even in adulthood. 
I also liked Yalom’s discussion of the idea of “love at 
first sight”. He explains this ideal as a us falling for our 
own creation. We do not know the person, however we 
place all the desirable attributes that we wish them to 
have to create the ‘perfect love interest’. This demon-
strates how ‘love at first sight’ is not possible. 
I do feel that the way Yalom writes is quite abrasive, but 
he does not avoid discussing topics which are uncom-
fortable or opinions which are unpopular. His honesty 
of his view of the world is clearly explained and easily 
understood. 
 
The Shock of the Fall 
By Nathan Filer 
 
Review by Jack Billings 
 
‘The Shock of the Fall’ tells the 
story of Matthew, whose entire 
life is turned upside down after 
the death of his brother Simon. 
Matthew begins to fall into a 
downward spiral, and it’s clear 
he will never recover from Si-
mon’s death. But what really 
happened to Simon that night? 
The narrative is told from the 
first-person perspective of Matthew throughout. The 
narrative consists of both handwritten diary entries and 
entries typed via a typewriter, as well as letters. The 
reader is given an in-depth, intrusive insight to Mat-
thew’s complex thoughts, feelings and behaviours. The 
narrative contains many time jumps, including scenes 
narrating the past (i.e. Simon’s death) and the present 
(i.e. Matthew’s hospitalisation). Overall, the narrative 
contains a complex structure, but is still relatively easy 
to follow. 
Of course, Matthew is my favourite character in the 
novel. He’s a deeply emotional, troubled character, and 
he feels responsible for Simon’s death. He begins to 
suffer with schizophrenia – a complex and cruel mental 
illness – which manifests itself upon the grief and loss 
he suffers. Matthew is funny and intelligent, and he is 
an exceptionally strong character. I felt many emotions 
whilst reading Matthew’s narration – from sadness to 
laughter, and everything in between. He is an extremely 
well-written, three dimensional character, and his resili-
ence in terms of fighting his mental illness is truly in-
spiring. 
Matthew’s grandmother, presented to the reader as 
“Nanny-Noo”, is a lovely, kind-hearted lady.  

 

She regularly visits Matthew in his flat and takes care 
of him, smoking secret cigarettes together. She soon 
begins to realise that Matthew’s illness is taking over 
his life, and he needs urgent help. Matthew’s parents 
are not especially present in his adolescent life, with 
both suffering from overwhelming grief for their son 
Simon. It’s clear that they also blame Matthew for his 
brother’s death, and they struggle to help Matthew 
with his mental health issues. 
Other characters in the novel include: Jacob 
(Matthew’s best friend), Annabelle (a childhood 
friend), and various fellow psychiatric in-patients and 
mental health professionals. There is a relatively small 
cast of characters in the novel, but all are vital to Mat-
thew’s story. 
This novel explores the mental illness schizophrenia in 
great detail, including episodes of psychosis, dissocia-
tion, hallucinations and self-destructive behaviours. 
The protagonist Matthew is eventually admitted to a 
psychiatric hospital, and there we see many other pa-
tients who are suffering from complex mental illness-
es. Matthew is extremely frank in his descriptions 
about his hospital stay, so the depiction of psychiatric 
hospitals is overall fairly negative. The theme of grief 
and loss is also explored throughout the novel, as ex-
perienced by Matthew, his parents and other family 
members. These issues are all explored with appropri-
ate sensitivity, but if you feel that any may trigger a 
negative experience, I suggest you skip this book. 
As the narrative motors onwards, Matthew’s behav-
iour becomes increasingly concerning, and his mental 
state completely deteriorates. Matthew decides to 
face his demons one last time – and the reader even-
tually finds out what happened to Simon on the night 
of his death. 
There’s an extremely dramatic end scene, in which the 
truth about Simon’s death is finally revealed. The end 
scene is shocking and compelling, and I definitely 
couldn’t have anticipated the resolution. The novel 
ends on an ambiguous, but uplifting, note, suggesting 
a sense of closure for Matthew. It is a deeply emo-
tional and moving end to a truly captivating story. 
Overall, I highly recommend this novel to those of you 
who enjoy fictional books about mental illness, partic-
ularly if you are interested in reading a book with a 
schizophrenic narrator. I absolutely adore this book 
and I believe that it is exceptionally well-written. I 
couldn’t fault it if I tried! I urge you all to go out and 
read this book – I promise you won’t regret it. 

 6th Form 

Well done to the Sixth Form, their tutors and families 

for raising £654.50 for Mind.  



GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 

AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

As the summer holidays approach the department can 
reflect on a fruitful and exciting year, all be it very differ-
ent from any we have seen previously! It has been a 
year of ambitious creativity at GCSE and A Level as well 
as KS3 where students in years 7, 8 and 9 have been 
able to dip their toes through projects giving them ex-
periences in Photography and Graphics as well as Fine 
Art. Their work can be seen in the KS3 Art exhibition. We 
have welcomed new talent into year 10 and 12 and Ms 
Hamil and Ms Stone have enjoyed seeing students en-
thusiastically flourish within their new courses as well as 
through teaching KS3 groups and working with design-
ers and photographers of the future.  

Back in February we joined the Art department in the 
annual Big Draw event which was held on a Saturday 
morning in hub 2. The wider community were invited in 
to experiment with drawing in the broadest sense. This 
year we offered activities on all things mechanical and 
some fantastic graphical ideas were explored and draw-
ing skills developed.  

Some of our extra-curricular trips, overseas visit and 
activities have forcibly had to be shelved until next year, 
including the highlight of the annual Visual Arts A level 
exhibition at St Johns. This promised to be as exciting 
and vibrant as always and we hope that the students will 
return to join us in displaying their work next year. As a 
visual artist, exhibiting one's work is part of the process 
and in the absence of this year's show the students work 
can be seen on our website for the time being. Power-
point presentations of work by year 10, 12 and 13 
Graphics Communication and Photography students are 
well worth a visit. We do hope that next year we will be 
able to make the promised visits to exciting destina-
tions, feeding and inspiring students' imaginations. We 
have been particularly proud of the work that year 13 
have produced this year and were very sad for them and 
the year 11 students when they were denied the chance 
to conclude their exam components. All handled this 
with maturity and should be applauded for their stoic 
attitude.  

Museum, gallery and exhibition visits, until March, 
have provided students with research material con-
tributing to their developing cultural capitals across 
GCSE and A Level. During lockdown we have been 
able to make virtual visits and gallery tours and 
there is nothing stopping the student's development 
in this way.  
 
We have been very impressed with the self-
motivation and determination that so many of our 
students have demonstrated through the pandemic. 
They have been resourceful and have positively 
thrived using material and ideas that have devel-
oped from the worldwide situation. They have bene-
fitted using the gift of time to explore ideas in detail 
and have developed original ideas as a result.  
 
We congratulate this year's Arts Colours winners in 
the department and hope to celebrate in person 
with them next term.  
 
Year 10 Photography; Lewis Powell and Sammy     
Taylor  

Year 10 Graphic Communication; Oscar Spink and 
Nathan Young  

Year 12 Photography; Bella Evans and Chloe Ellis   
 
Honorary Arts Colours go to Owen Thomas and 
Alex Gibson in year 11 and to Amy Gregory, Blaise 
Pitrik and Kavithma De Silva in year 13.  
 
We wish all our students a restful summer break and 
look forward to another year of ambition and imagi-
native creativity in our department beginning in 
September.  
 

By Chloe Ellis Year 12 Photography  

Amelia Blatern Year 13 Graphic Communication  
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Amy Gregory Year 13 

Photography 

Bella Evans Year 12 Photography 

Nathan Young Year 10 Graphic Communication 

Oscar Spink Year 10 Graphic Communication 
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Joe Taylor Harrington Year 13 Graphic Communication 

Lewis Powell Year 10 Photography 

Caitlin Laing Year 13 Graphic Comminication 

Olivia Jackson Year 12 Photography 



 

Design and Technology 

As you are aware, Design and Technology students 
have been continuing with their studies online, apply-
ing their Knowledge of Science, Technology Engineer-
ing and creativity through projects that have been set 
online week by week by my team of Technology teach-
ers. This has involved students problem solving, re-
searching, designing and creating at home. We have 
been surprised by the ingenuity of the students’ work 
in upcycling materials from home to help realise their 
ideas. There has been a mass reuse of recycling bin 
contents and cardboard boxes to create products that 
have a new purpose. We have seen windchimes made 
from clothes pegs, marble run videos that make use of 
existing furniture and staircases.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rockets that have been fired from curly bendable 
straws – who knew they could be used as launch pads? 
And year 9 trebuchets that have launched objects from 
one field to the next, or on the opposite scale, the tini-
est grain or rice. We have seen phone holders made 
from toilet rolls and sellotape, chairs made from card 
that has supported the weight of a student. It has been 
inspiring to see the many different ideas and how stu-
dents have used their love of creativity, Engineering 
and Product Design to research, design, calculate, 
problem solve and build independently from limited 
resources. More images of this fantastic work can be 
found on the departments Instagram page  
https://www.instagram.com/lpsb_dt/  

 

As a department, we had great fun looking at and 
sharing amongst the team some of the forced per-
spective photos that the year 7 sent in. It became a 
challenge amongst us to see which student had the 
best one. With so many amazing entries to choose 
from we have created a PowerPoint of “the best of 
the best” to share with you that can be found on the 
department you tube channel LPSB Design and tech-
nology https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCHjl9yw0zQGJaNv5humJ5CA/ 

Year 9 got their creative problem-solving minds go-
ing with a marble run. Again the diversity in design of 
the marble runs is phenomenal and you can see 
some of the best of the best on our Instagram page 
#DTLPSB. 
 
The year 10 were also not 
going to be restricted by 
lack of workshop facilities 
and we have some great ide-
as coming in for flat packed 
furniture including a full size 
mock-up created, that sup-
ported the student while he 
sat on it. Year 10 are now 
starting the beginning of 
their GSE Coursework and 
online help and videos to 
guide these students 
through the first section of 
their coursework can also be 
found on the department’s 
Youtube channel. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/lpsb_dt/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjl9yw0zQGJaNv5humJ5CA/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjl9yw0zQGJaNv5humJ5CA/


Design and Technology 

Contd. 

Also, on our Youtube channel is our year 11 and year 
13 show. Our students were fortunate to have just com-
pleted their coursework; The deadline for this was 
(spookily) the last day of school before the lockdown 
happened. This not only has given the students the 
chance to complete their awesome designs in a re-
sistant material of their choice but enabled us teachers 
to hand in some seriously accurate marks for their GCSE 
and A Level this year which will hopefully install great 
confidence to all, especially in light of the media’s cur-
rent spotlight on the accuracy of marking GCSE’s and A 
Levels.   

 
We hope that all our students keep safe and remember, 
where there is a physical problem, they can always de-
sign and engineer something to fix it with just some 
cardboard, sellotape and a bit of string!! Happy holi-
days! 
 

Miss Norton. Head of Design and Technology 

 

As we reach the end of this extremely unusual 
school year, I would just like to take this opportuni-
ty to express my pride and admiration in how bril-
liantly everyone in our school community has 
worked together in the face of the immense 
changes to our lives that the battle against the 
Coronavirus pandemic has caused. 

This has been a tough time for the school commu-
nity as we cope with our own worries, whilst also 
trying to keep the children engaged and I would 
like to thank you all (parents, carers, staff and gov-
ernors)  for the support you have given to the chil-
dren as we have worked to ensure that the children 
were able to continue with their learning as best as 
possible. 

This has been a new way of working for many and 
so I think we can all be incredibly proud of how we 
have adapted and all that has been achieved over 
the past 4 months. There are lots of things that we 
have all learnt already which are helping to shape 
plans for the next academic year. 

I would just like to end by once again thanking you 
for your support throughout this challenging time. 
We all now have the summer break and I hope that 
this provides time for some well deserved rest and 
recuperation for us all. 

Warmest wishes 

Paul Monaghan, Chair of Governors,  

Langley Park School for Boys 

Governors 
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Geography 
We have some outstanding Geographers at Langley Park 
and we were keen to show these off at a national level. 
We entered four students in for the Royal Geographical 
Society Young Geographer of the Year award this year – 
Robert McHugh, Alex O’Loughnane, Joseph Murphy (all 
Year 11) and Charlie Davies (Year 9). We await the out-
come of the result, but all pieces of work submitted 
demonstrated knowledge and understanding, as well as 
creativity well beyond the key stage level they were en-
tered for.  
 
Geography is always about getting out of the classroom. 
It’s been great to see Year 7 (led by a set of outstanding 
teachers – in all weathers!!!) getting out and about 
around the school and local area. This provides a key 
platform in harnessing the fieldwork skills students can 
take forward into the latter years. The Year 11 Geogra-
phers also tackled high winds, rain and giant diggers 
down at Seaford in their coastal studies. Their adaptabil-
ity and inquisitiveness in assessing the coastal processes 
in action down at the coast was a sight to behold. We 
only lost one ranging pole to the sea – a small price to 
pay for several great days out at the beach. Year 12 en-
joyed a day visit to the Isle of Dogs – looking at the con-
trasting living spaces of an everchanging human land-
scape in the shadow of Canary Wharf and on the banks 
of the Thames. Again, the rigour, thoroughness and dili-
gence our students approach fieldwork with makes the 
teachers proud on every trip.  

The cherry on the cake of what has been a fantastic year 
was undoubtedly the Year 13 trip to Iceland. Not only 
was it a pleasure to take such a wonderful group of stu-
dents away but an honour to take in the majesty of Ice-
land – the Land of Ice and Fire! Activities ranged from ice
-climbing, watching lava being poured and cooled, sev-
eral breath-taking waterfalls, a geyser, teachers eating 
fermented shark, a luxury dip in the blue lagoon and, the 
highlight, snorkelling in freezing water whilst the snow 
fell around us. A trip of a lifetime and memories that will 
stay with the students and teachers alike.  

A great year all round – made possible by the bril-
liant Geography department; Dr Fretwell, Mr Hart, Mr 
Conway, and Mr McCulloch. Huge thanks also to Mr 
Falconer, Mr Jones, Mrs Willis and Mr Edwards who 
have also all taught Geography this year. The passion 
for Geography from the department is infectious and 
long may that continue. A shout out also to the many 
teachers who have helped out with the trips through 
the year – notably Miss Hutchings who endured that 
terrible trip to Iceland.  
The students’ admiration for the teachers is demon-
strated by the sheer volume of them following Mr 
McCulloch’s geography_in_action Instagram page 
which is inspiring a whole generation of Geographers 
both in the school and beyond. Do give it a follow if 
you don’t already.  
 
It would be remiss not to end with the outstanding 
achievements of the exam groups from this academic 
year. The Year 11 and 13 groups are two of the 
strongest cohorts the department has had the pleas-
ure of teaching – from their dedication to academic 
improvement, thirst for knowledge and appreciation 
of the wider world outside of the classroom. For 
these students their choice of Geography as a subject 
has hopefully taught them that Geography is about 
getting to know and fall in love with our world and 
its people. They might not have sat their exams, but 
all they have learnt in our Geography classrooms will 
be needed. For all the debates we had around immi-
gration, the discussions around Brexit and thoughtful 
lessons learned of people around the world in diffi-
cult situations – each one will leave them better, 
more well-rounded, inquisitive, empathetic and 
mindful global citizens. 


