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What is Religious Studies? 
What do we already know? 
Why do we study RS? 
What skills can we gain from RS?  
 
Hinduism 
- Origin of Hinduism and 

diversity in belief 
 

- Belief in Hindu gods, 
focusing particularly on the 
Trimurti  

 
- The story of Diwali and its 

purpose, the practice of the 
festival. (in addition, a 
Whole year assembly on 
Diwali) 

 
- Understanding Hindu caste 

system and whether it exists 
today 

 
- Looking at the concept of 

life and death in Hinduism. 
 
- Hindu worship at home 
 
- Hindu worship at the Mandir   
 
- Looking at Gandhi’s use of 

the Hindu practice of Ahimsa 
to bring independence to 
India  

 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice within religion  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies  
- Analysis of primary sources  

 
Knowledge and Understanding  
 
Believing 
To be able to recognise, recall and recount examples of: 
- Beliefs e.g. why do Hindus have so many gods?  
- Practices e.g. How do Hindus perform Puja?  
- Sources e.g. The story of Rama and Sita found within 

the Ramayana  
- Key words e.g. Puja, Atman, Reincarnation, Mandir 

etc.  
 

Thinking 
To be able to express one’s own view and experiences as 
well as the views and experiences of others pertaining to 
ultimate questions and issues.  
 
E.g. What happens to us after we die? Is there life after 
death?  
 
Doing: To be able to recognise, recall and recount 
examples of features, symbols, and actions, or key words 
related to identity and belonging. 
 
E.g. why do Hindus worship at the Mandir if they can 
worship at home?  How does the Hindu community 
celebrate Diwali in Britain?  

Christianity 
- Introduction to Christianity 

(explaining schisms)  
 

- Is Jesus Really Real?  
 

- Who’s who within the 
story of Jesus?  

 
- Comparing and contrasting 

Biblical accounts of Jesus 
Birth stories 

 
- Jesus Baptism and its 

significance  
 

- How is Baptism practiced 
today?  

 
- The Temptation of Jesus 

and what that means?  
 

- Miracles  
 
- Jesus’ Parables and what 

we can learn from them 
 

- Unfolding the events of 
Holy Week  

 
- Jesus Crucifixion  

 
- The Resurrection and life 

after death  
 

- Jesus Ascension  
 

- The events of Pentecost 
and the beginning of the 
mission.   

 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice within religion  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary 

sources 

 
Knowledge and Understanding  
 
Believing 
To be able to recognise, recall and recount examples of: 
- Beliefs e.g. Why is Jesus considered the son of God?  
- Practices e.g. Why do Christian do Holy Communion?  
- Sources e.g. Biblical accounts of Jesus Birth stories  
- Key words e.g. incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, 

Eucharist etc.  
 

Thinking 
To be able to express one’s own view and experiences as 
well as the views and experiences of others pertaining to 
ultimate questions and issues.  
 
E.g. Are miracles possible?   
 
Doing: To be able to recognise, recall and recount examples 
of features, symbols, and actions, or key words related to 
identity and belonging. 
 
E.g.  Why are some Christians baptised as an adult and 
others as babies? How is Holy Week remembered by 
Christians?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Buddhism  
- Introduction to Buddhism 

 
- Life of the Buddha (How 

and why Siddhartha 
Gautama became the 
Buddha) 

 
- What is Enlightenment in 

Buddhism?  
 

- What is Impermanence 
and its link to Buddhist 
understanding of 
suffering.  

 
- Four Noble Truths 

 
- Eightfold Path 

 
- Karma and Rebirth  

 
- Meditation  
 
 
 

 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice within religion  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary 

sources 

 
Knowledge and Understanding  
 
Believing 
To be able to recognise, recall and recount examples of: 
- Beliefs e.g. Buddhist belief on suffering?  
- Practices e.g. Why do Buddhists meditate?  
- Sources e.g. Story of Kisa Gotami originally found in the 

Dhammapada  
- Key words e.g. Enlightenment, Buddha, Nirvana, 

Duhkha, impermanence etc.  
-  
Thinking 
To be able to express one’s own view and experiences as well 
as the views and experiences of others pertaining to ultimate 
questions and issues.  
 
E.g. Why do we suffer?   
 
Doing: To be able to recognise, recall and recount examples 
of features, symbols, and actions, or key words related to 
identity and belonging. 
 
E.g.  Buddhist monastery, London Buddhist Society, Buddhist 
symbols such as the Dharma Wheel.  
 

 

Assessment Assessment Assessment 
- Create your own God  
- Life after Death  
- Gandhi Project  
- End of topic test 

- Jesus Baptism Newspaper Article 
- Modern day parables  
- End of Topic Test  

End of Topic Year Exam  

Religious Studies: Curriculum Impact  
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Islam 
- Introduction to Islam  

 
- Life of Muhammad (timeline 

looking at major events in 
Muhammad’s life and the 
beginning of Islam) 

 
- Five Pillars of Islam  

 
- The Authority of the Qur’an 

and Hadith 
 

- Shariah Law (What is it? 
Why have it? And how is it 
implemented?) 

 
- Marriage in Islam – looking 

at features and the 
significance of marriage  

 
- Muslim view on Divorce – 

How is divorce 
implemented? What 
happens if a Muslim couple 
want a divorce in Britain?   

 
- The role of Women within 

Islam 
 

- Dress Codes – Looking at the 
concept of modesty in Islam 
and dress codes for both 
men and women 

 
- Jihad – Understanding 

Greater and Lesser Jihad and 
what they entail.  

 
- 99 Names – look at how 

Muslims can understand 
God without using any 
imagery.   

 
 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice within religion  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary source 

 
Application, Analysis and Evaluation 

 
Believing 
To be able to describe in detail: 
- Beliefs e.g. Explain Muslim belief in the Shahadah  
- Practices e.g. Why do Muslims pray 5x a day 
- Sources using specialised vocabulary e.g. Explain 

what the Qur’an says about divorce 
 
To Identify and connect the similarities and differences 
between beliefs, practices and sources with examples. 
e.g. What is the difference between the Hadith and the 
Qur’an  
 
Thinking 
To be able to identify and describe their own as well as the 
varied responses or experiences to ultimate questions and 
issues. To formulate or suggest lines of enquiry, sources 
and links to investigate these responses.   
 

E.g. How do Muslims follow the advice of the Qur’an and 
the Hadith? Why do Muslims have Shariah law? (These all 
link to the idea of how Muslims are expected to live their 
lives so they can get to Heaven.)  
 
Doing 
To be able to describe and explain the actions, features 
and symbols of a believer in detail using specialised 
vocabulary. To explain how these features, impact the 
lives of believers.   
 
E.g. How do the Five Pillars of Islam affect a Muslim’s day 
to day life?  
 

 

Sikhism  
- Introduction to Sikhism  
 
- Guru Nanak and how he 

became the first Guru  
 

- Guru Gobind Singh the 
10th Guru, his life and his 
impact on Sikh practice  

 
- Khalsa and the 5 K’s (a 

look at the history, 
significance and practice 
of the Khalsa as well as the 
symbolic meaning behind 
the 5 K’s.)  

 
- Sikh Teachings on God and 

Equality  
 

- 10 Gurus – Who are the 10 
Gurus and what are their 
impacts on the Sikh 
religion? 

 
- Sikh Worship – Look at 

how Sikhs worship at the 
Gurdwara and   

 
- Langar – The formation 

and purpose of the Langar 
and how it reinforces the 
Sikh teaching on equality  

 
- Sewa (selfless service) 

 
- Guru Granth Sahib  

 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice within religion  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary 

sources 
 
 
 
 

 
Application, Analysis and Evaluation 

 
Believing 
To be able to describe in detail: 
- Beliefs e.g. Explain Sikh belief in equality  
- Practices e.g. why do some Sikhs wear the 5K’s?   
- Sources using specialised vocabulary e.g. how does the 

Mool Mantra demonstrate the belief in one God?  
 
To Identify and connect the similarities and differences 
between beliefs, practices and sources with examples. 
 
 
Thinking 
To be able to identify and describe their own as well as the 
varied responses or experiences to ultimate questions and 
issues. To formulate or suggest lines of enquiry, sources and 
links to investigate these responses.   
 

E.g. How does sewa service link to belief in life after death? 
Can we truly do selfless acts?  
 
Doing 
To be able to describe and explain the actions, features and 
symbols of a believer in detail using specialised vocabulary. 
To explain how these features, impact the lives of believers.   
 
E.g. The 5K’s as a way of identifying a Khalsa Sikh and 
understanding what ordination into the Khalsa entails.  

Judaism  
- Introduction to Judaism   
 
- Rites of Passage – what is 

a rites of passage? 
 

- Brit Milah – looking at the 
Jewish practice of Brit 
Milah and its link with 
Jewish identity. 

 
- For/Against Circumcision – 

why some may disagree 
with Circumcision? What 
alternatives are there for 
those who do not wish to 
circumcise their child? 
Brief look at Orthodox and 
reform views on Brit 
Milah.  

 
- Bar Mitzvah – 

Understanding the 
importance and 
significance of the Bar 
Mitzvah within the Jewish 
faith.  

 
- Bat Mitzvah & Bat Chayil – 

Looking at the similarities 
and differences between 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah and Bat 
Chayil. Brief look at 
Orthodox and reform 
views on Bat 
Mitzvah/Chayil 

 
- Marriage in Judaism -  
 
- Funerals in Judaism  

 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice within religion  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary 

sources 

 
Application, Analysis and Evaluation 

 
Believing 
To be able to describe in detail: 
- Beliefs e.g. Brit Milah as symbol of God’s covenant with 

Abraham  
- Practices e.g. The Bar Mitzvah and what that means for 

a Jewish boy and his role within the religion.    
- Sources using specialised vocabulary e.g. being able to 

use specialised vocabulary to describe why some Jewish 
girls have a Bat Mitzvah and why others have a Bat 
Chayil.  

 
To Identify and connect the similarities and differences 
between beliefs, practices and sources with examples. E.g. 
Looking at the similarities and differences within Orthodox 
and Reform views on Brit Milah and Bar/Bat Mitzvah/Chayil   
 
 
Thinking 
To be able to identify and describe their own as well as the 
varied responses or experiences to ultimate questions and 
issues. To formulate or suggest lines of enquiry, sources and 
links to investigate these responses.   
 

E.g. Identifying rites of passages within our own lives and 
understanding why rites of passages are commemorated.   
 
Doing 
To be able to describe and explain the actions, features and 
symbols of a believer in detail using specialised vocabulary. 
To explain how these features, impact the lives of believers.   
 
E.g. Brit Milah and the act of circumcision being a symbol of 
God’s covenant with Abraham.  
 

Assessment Assessment Assessment 

- Essay: How do the Five Pillars of Islam affect a 
Muslim’s day to day life? 

- End of topic test  
 

- Guru Nanak’s 3 Days in the River  
- Create your own Gurdwara  
- End of Topic test  

- End of Year test 

Religious Studies Impact:  

 

 

 



Religious Studies: Curriculum Intent 

 

 

Religious Studies: Curriculum Implementation 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Topics, Knowledge Skills developed Topics and Knowledge Skills developed Topics and knowledge Skills developed 

Y
e

ar
 9

 

Philosophy 
Looking at areas of 
Philosophy of Religion and 
Ethical theories  
- Introduction to 

Philosophy  
 
- Plato’s Cave  

 
- Cartesian Doubt 

 
- Teleological Argument  

 
- Problem of Evil  

 
- Theodicy  

 
- Morality  

 
- Kant and Duty  

 
- Utilitarianism  

 
Life and Death 
- Who am I?  
 
- What happens after we 

die?  
 

- Reincarnation  
 

- Sanctity and Quality of 
Life 

 
- Bart sells his soul 
 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice within 
religion/Philosophy  

- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary 

source 
 
 

 
Extending, Mastering and Creating 
 
Believing 
To be able to explain the diversity within beliefs, practices and 
sources. E.g.  What do different Philosophers believe about 
what we can know for certain?  
 
To be able to explain how culture, history and interpretation 
influences beliefs and practices.  E.g. How Paley and Aquinas 
teleological argument became an argument for God’s 
existence.  
 
Thinking 
To be able to explain reasons for the differences in shared 
values amongst believers. e.g. Life after death   
 
To be able to evaluate varied responses to ultimate questions 
and issues.E.g. Does God exist? Can God exist if Evil exists?  
 
Doing 
To be able to show how actions, symbols and features show 
certain beliefs and values. E.g. Principle of Utility = Greatest 
good for the greatest number 
 
To evaluate the impact of holding certain beliefs and values 
whilst belonging to their (and other) community(s) of shared 
beliefs/values. E.g. Absolute/Relative morality and its impact 
on practice and belief.  

Ethical Issues  
Secular/Religious attitudes 
to:  
 
- Abortion - looking at 

Pro-life and Pro- Choice 
arguments for and 
against Abortion. 
Looking at varied 
Muslim and Christian 
view on Abortion.    

 
- Euthanasia – looking at 

the different types of 
Euthanasia, the 
arguments for and 
against, and bringing 
back the concept of 
Sanctity and Quality of 
life in relation to 
Euthanasia.   

 
- Death Penalty  

 
- Transplants 

 
- Genetic Engineering  

 
- Cloning  

 
- Animal Rights 

 
Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary 

source 
 

 
Extending, Mastering and Creating 
 
Believing 
To be able to explain the diversity within beliefs, practices and 
sources. E.g. Different views within Islam and Christianity on 
Abortion and Euthanasia etc.  
 
To be able to explain how culture, history and interpretation 
influences beliefs and practices. E.g. How religion adapted to 
medical innovations (genetic engineering) 

 
Thinking 
To be able to explain reasons for the differences in shared 
values amongst believers. E.g. Abortion 
 
To be able to evaluate varied responses to ultimate questions 
and issues. E.g. When does life begin? Do we have the right to 
die?  
 
Doing 
To be able to show how actions, symbols and features show 
certain beliefs and values. E.g. Sanctity of life  
 
To evaluate the impact of holding certain beliefs and values 
whilst belonging to their (and other) community(s) of shared 
beliefs/values. E.g. Pro-life vs Pro-choice, Sanctity of life vs 
Quality of life etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gender 
 
- Gender stereotypes and 

Gender in the Media 
 
- Women in Religion 

(focusing on leadership 
roles of women in the 
Church)   

 
- Forced and Arranged 

Marriages  
 

- FGM 
 

- Dress Codes within 
Religion and society  

 
- Women and the workplace 

(looking at the gender gap) 
 

- Contraception  
 

Key Religious Studies skills: 
- Diversity in belief and 

practice  
- Identity and belonging  
- Ultimate questions 
- Use of Case studies 
- Analysis of primary source 
 

 
Extending, Mastering and Creating 
 
Believing 
To be able to explain the diversity within beliefs, practices 
and sources. E.g. Women in Religion – Church of England 
view vs Roman Catholic view.  
 
To be able to explain how culture, history and interpretation 
influences beliefs and practices. E.g. Tackling gender 
stereotypes   
 
Thinking 
To be able to explain reasons for the differences in shared 
values amongst believers. E.g. Role of women  
 
To be able to evaluate varied responses to ultimate 
questions and issues. E.g. If Religion/Culture commands it 
does it make it right?  
 
Doing 
To be able to show how actions, symbols and features show 
certain beliefs and values. E.g. Roman Catholic view against 
contraception due to the belief that life begins at 
conception.  
 
To evaluate the impact of holding certain beliefs and values 
whilst belonging to their (and other) community(s) of shared 
beliefs/values. E.g. Looking at how the British Government is 
tackling the issue of FGM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessment Assessment Assessment 
Philosophy 
- Essay: Paley’s design argument proves that God exists. 
- Essay: What is the source of Morality? 
- End of Topic Test  
 
Life and Death 
- Life after Death survey  
- Essay: There is no such thing as life after death  
- End of Topic Test  
 

- Essay: Active Euthanasia should be legalised 
- End of Topic test 

End of Year test  

Religious Studies: Impact 


