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Dear Parent/Carer

I am extremely proud to write to you as the Headteacher of Langley Park 
School for Boys and I am delighted to have the opportunity to welcome another 
potential cohort of students into the excellent tradition of success that we have 
created over many years. 

Ours is a very successful, high-performing school with outstanding examination 
results, which bases its success on the traditional values of hard work and 
personal courtesy, whilst preparing our students for the demands of an ever-
changing future and an increasingly global society. Students at Langley Boys 
are always encouraged to go the ‘extra mile’ and take full advantage of the many 
opportunities we provide, both for study and personal enrichment.

We believe in educating the ‘whole child’ and combine academic excellence 
with a wide range of co-curricular activities and opportunities. Our students 
frequently achieve national distinction in Sport and Music. Drama and Art also 
flourish, alongside an extensive programme outside the classroom, including 
outdoor challenges, exchange visits and other cultural trips. 

Our school provides a warm, friendly atmosphere and a place where all students 
feel valued and respected. They are expected to work hard, be polite and respect 
others. We look after and care for our students as individuals, building their 
self-esteem and confidence by encouraging them to develop a positive growth 
mindset and an ambitious attitude. Students are able to enjoy our fantastic 
buildings and state-of-the-art facilities which we believe help to ensure a first 
class education, appropriate for the modern world.

The young men who join us in Year 7 next September will become part of a 
longstanding tradition of excellence, which we hope will instil in them a life-long 
love of learning as well as provide an outstanding foundation for their next steps 
in life.

Please come and visit us on our Open Evening to see for yourself the air of 
confidence and pride that is generated in our school.

Mr S Parsons

Headteacher



EDUCATIONAL AIMS
We believe that learning takes place most effectively in an orderly but pleasant 
atmosphere. The School aims to develop every student’s intellectual and 
personal capacities to the full by providing the widest possible range of balanced 
courses to meet their needs, interests and aptitudes. It is hoped that students 
will leave school with lively, sensitive, questioning and critical minds, ready to 
achieve their potential in wisely chosen careers and with an attitude of service 
to their fellow citizens and the community. Syllabi and teaching methods are 
constantly under review and teachers are encouraged to keep themselves 
abreast of current thinking in their subjects to ensure that the School retains 
its position at the forefront of curriculum development. Special emphasis is 
also placed upon Sport, Music, Drama, Outdoor Education and a wide range 
of out-of-school activities. Efforts are made to give all boys, from the start of 
their school career, opportunities for service and responsibility both within 
and outside the school community. We attach great importance to knowing 
individual students as well as possible, and in this connection we value close 
co-operation with parents at every stage. In addition to interviews which take 
place at the request of staff or parents, there are annual parents’ meetings for 
each year group. There are career meetings, a weekly bulletin, written reports, 
and a Student Planner for home-school communication. Informal gatherings 
are arranged by The Friends of Langley Park, an association of parents and 
friends of the School.

INTRODUCTION
The School was founded in 1901 and moved to its former buildings in January 
1969, when it ceased to be known as Beckenham and Penge Grammar School. 
Comprehensive reorganisation began in 1976, and the School is now a fully 
developed boys’ secondary comprehensive school with a co-educational 
Sixth Form and over 1700 students aged 11 to 18 on roll. The new school 
accommodation provides state-of-the-art specialist rooms for all subjects in the 
curriculum. All students have wireless and remote access to the VLE and their 
own email account, along with the Internet for research purposes. The Sixth 
Form have their own Independent Learning Areas and cafeteria. The spacious 
Games Hall and Fitness Suite opened in March 2013. The sports grounds 
include tennis courts, athletics facilities, pitches for rugby, hockey and cricket, 
all of them close by. The School has an Outdoor Pursuits and Study Centre – 
a converted Chapel in the Peak District National Park, Derbyshire, donated 
by our PTA, the Friends of Langley Park School for Boys. The Headteacher is 
assisted by two Deputy Headteachers and five Assistant Headteachers, Heads 
of Year, Heads of Department and a full complement of Teachers, foreign 
language assistants, visiting part-time teachers of Music and non-teaching staff. 
As examination results are excellent, most boys continue their education in the 
co-educational Sixth Form where the great majority follow A Level courses to 
prepare them for entrance to higher education.
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CURRICULUM AND PASTORAL CARE

THE CURRICULUM
On admission to the School, boys are placed in forms for pastoral and 
administrative purposes, but most teaching is in sets determined by ability. 
Boys are moved from set to set as their progress merits. In Years 10, 11, 12 and 
13 a student’s teaching group is determined by their choice of subjects.

Years 7 and 8 

All boys follow a curriculum which includes English, Maths, Science, History, 
Geography, a Modern Foreign Language, Dance, Drama, Religious Studies, Art, 
Music, Design & Technology, Physical Education and ICT.

Year 9

During the year there is consultation with parents about the choice of courses 
for Years 10 and 11.

Years 10 and 11

All students follow courses for public examination at GCSE in the compulsory 
subjects of English, Maths and Science, and in other subjects of their choice. 
Games remains compulsory at key stage 4. The English Baccalaureate is 
available to all students. It is School policy to enter as many boys as possible 
for public examinations. During Year 11 there is consultation with parents and 
boys over careers and the choice of post 16 courses.

A comprehensive list of all examination Level subjects offered by the School can 
be found in the supplement at the back of this prospectus.

PASTORAL CARE AND DISCIPLINE
At every stage of their education, students are in a form under the guidance 
and supervision of a Tutor. Tutors maintain general oversight of the work and 
behaviour of students in their forms, and are the first people to whom parents, 
like students, should turn in all matters of progress, support, welfare, guidance 
and discipline. 

Each year group has a Head of Year who co–ordinates the work of Tutors 
and is responsible for standards in their year. The School’s emphasis is on the 
development of self–discipline, responsibility and courtesy within the context 
of an orderly but sympathetic school environment. Corporate pride is regarded 
as important. The School operates a rewards system that recognises all 
contributions made by students to the life of the school. The staff are assisted by 
Senior Prefects, whose duties are organised by the School Captain. They assist 
duty staff in the supervision of the School when classes are not in progress. The 
School Rules and Code of Conduct are displayed in classrooms and are available 
to parents on request. The School’s whole system of pastoral care and discipline 
is administered by an Assistant Headteacher. 

We attach great importance to the activities we organise at lunchtimes, 
afterschool, at weekends and during holidays. These are intended to supplement 
the educational programme of the School, to develop commitment to worthwhile 
recreational pursuits, and to widen the range of students’ interests. In many 
cases these activities teach students the exercise of responsibility and introduce 
them to the notion of service 
to others. We hope to have 
the support of parents in 
encouraging all students 
to take advantage of the 
wide range of opportunities 
offered by the staff.



PERFORMING ARTS
The School has a long and distinguished record of musical achievement. We offer 
individual tuition in a range of instruments and voice, with over one hundred 
hours of lessons taking place each week in the school. We also organise a large 
number of performances both inside and outside of school every year. 

The extra-curricular programme of ensembles is varied with groups ranging from 
string ensembles and brass bands to choirs and jazz combos. All Year 7 students 
perform at both the Christmas Concert at St George’s Church in Beckenham, 
and at the Spring Gala Concerts which take place in the school’s purpose-built 
Performance Hall. In addition to providing a range of opportunities for those 
starting out on their musical careers, the school also has a reputation for high 
quality music making, with students performing at regional and national levels.

Our drama department arranges many performances every year. Shows in our 
professional-specification Performance Hall quickly sell out, even when staged 
over three or more nights, with an audience of over 500 per performance. 
Recent shows have included: Beauty and the Beast, 1984, Comedy of Errors 
and Macbeth all with a cast of over 100 students taken from every year group 
in the school. 

GCSE and A Level pieces are performed to the public, as well as a high quality 
Lower School Production. 

Drama club for Years 7, 8 and 9 is always popular and students are given the 
opportunity to work with LAMDA (the London Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Art) through the school. Our budding theatre technicians are supported in 
pursuing their interests and have access to West End standard lighting and sound 
equipment. We also run countless theatre visits every year covering everything 
from Bertolt Brecht to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. In July 2001 external 
recognition came with the awarding of the Artsmark Gold Standard by the  
Arts Council. This has now been sustained on successive occasions.

SPORT AND OUTDOOR EDUCATION
The School is particularly noted for its sporting record and continues to arrange 
major sports tours. Rugby teams have visited Canada, South Africa and Europe. 
Hockey teams have visited South Africa, Australia, Malaysia and South America. 
Our major sports are Rugby, Hockey, Cricket, Tennis and Athletics. In addition to 
regular coaching and practices, inter-school fixtures are played week by week 
throughout the year in every year group of the School. There are opportunities 
for participating in other sports, notably badminton and gymnastics. 

We frequently supply boys to county, national and international teams: in 
recent years we have produced internationals in our five major sports, and we 
are particularly proud of our reputation as one of the foremost sports schools 
in the region.

Several hundred students a year benefit from the School’s ownership of its 
Study Centre in Derbyshire. In Year 9, all boys take part in our one-week 
Outdoor Summer School based at Dover. The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
is offered to students from Year 10 to 13 at bronze and silver levels. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES



Homework
Homework is essential for good progress and is an important part in familiarising 
students with the unsupervised planning and execution of their own work. 
Parents are asked to ensure that the best possible conditions, including privacy 
and quiet, are available. At the beginning of each academic year every student 
is issued with a Student Planner in which he/she is to keep a daily record of 
homework assignments. Students may work in school after normal hours. GCSE 
tasks in Years 10 and 11 may span several homeworks.

General Reading
All boys are encouraged to join their local public library and to use our own junior 
fiction library. We attach great importance to the quantity and quality of a boy’s 
reading, and feel that it should include a large measure of fiction in addition to 
literature of a factual or instructional nature. All students have access to the 
library, either in classes, or individually at lunchtime or after school. 

Reporting to Parents
Reports are produced once a year. In addition, Progress Cards are issued 
regularly throughout the year. Each year group has at least one parents’ meeting.

Our co-educational Sixth Form has a strong tradition of academic success and 
pastoral care. We currently have around 640 male and female students on roll 
taking advantage of the excellent range of courses, and the superb range of new 
facilities which we offer. Students follow a programme of A Level courses and 
academic standards are high. Over 80% of our students go on to university each 
year, with 25% of these securing places at the Russell Group universities, the 
most prestigious in the country. 

We support our academic excellence with a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities including outstanding opportunities in Sport, Performing Arts 
and Outdoor Education. We also run an extensive and diverse Enrichment 
programme, where students can discuss current affairs in our Think Tank, help 
to run our community cinema, Filmbox, participate in our Fringe Theatre Group 
or complete an accredited counselling course, to name just a few of the many 
activities available. Students in our Sixth Form enjoy many privileges and are 
regarded as young adults. We encourage them to get involved in our Sixth Form 
Council and to become part of our prestigious Senior Prefect team, taking the 
lead at key school events. The Sixth Form is an exciting, happy and dynamic 
community where our young people thrive and go on to great success.

A list of all A Level subjects available to Sixth Form students can be found in the 
supplement at the back of this prospectus.

 

ACADEMIC STANDARDS SIXTH FORM



PARENTAL SUPPORT

SCHOOL FUND
We are able to supply many extra facilities, both for teaching and extra– 
curricular purposes, as a result of parental subscriptions to the School Fund, 
and parents are asked to contribute. In recent years there has been expenditure 
on computing and reprographic equipment, school societies and sporting 
activities, educational visits and the provision of amenities which would 
otherwise not be available. The School benefits substantially if parents agree to 
pay their donation by covenant.

The Friends of Langley Park School for Boys
(formerly The Beccehamian Society)
The Friends is a flourishing association of parents of the School, but most of its 
work is similar to that normally carried out by a parents’ association. Regular 
social functions are arranged, and much valuable help is given to the School. 
Parents are actively involved in the day-to-day work of the School in many 
ways, through help with lost property and the sale of second hand uniform as 
well as provision of refreshments for sports teams and parents’ meetings for 
example. We feel that the opportunities for social and other contact between 
parents and the School are extremely important and it is hoped that all parents 
will join The Friends of Langley Park. The Old Beccehamians’ sporting clubs are 
open to former students of the School. The School also hosts its own successful 
community groups, open to all parents and local residents, including FILMBOX 
Community Cinema and the LPSB Community Choir.

DRESS
We believe that students should come to school smartly dressed. Uniform is 
compulsory and good standards of appearance are insisted upon. Boys in Years 
7 to 10 wear a maroon school blazer and school tie supplied by our onsite school 
shop. Other items of uniform, available from any supplier, include white shirt, 
plain dark grey trousers, grey socks and plain black shoes. A maroon V-necked 
pullover is optional. Boys in Year 11 may wear a black blazer and black tie: other 
items of clothing remain unchanged. Members of the Sixth Form are excused 
from wearing uniform, but are required to dress formally. For PE and Games, 
boys must have the following school items: reversible rugby shirt, socks, PE polo 
shirt and PE shorts. These are available from the school shop. Other necessary 
items, available from any stockist, are football boots, blue shorts, and trainers, 
short white socks are optional.

OUR FACILITIES
The School’s magnificent Performance Hall is also the home of the Bromley 
Symphony Orchestra, and Bromley Youth Music Trust currently use it as their 
main performance venue. The School was rebuilt through the Building Schools 
for the Future programme. The School has been in use since January 2012 and 
was officially opened by HRH Earl of Wessex, KG GCVO, in February 2014. In 
today’s Langley Park School for Boys, young people learn in an environment 
that is inspirational, flexible and served by the best technologies; where the 
mathematical, computational, scientific and technical aspects of the curriculum 
are celebrated for their creativity and are complemented by modern foreign 
languages and the liberal and performing arts. Young people enjoy healthy 
lifestyles and take advantage of a wide range of sporting activities and outdoor 
education.
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