
Rev Les Isaac OBE
Rev Les Isaac started the organisation called “Street Pastors” in Brixton 
in 2003. 

Adult volunteers patrol the streets in the evenings (usually at the 
weekends) to provide a reassuring presence in local communities. 

Street Pastors aim to help and care for vulnerable people in practical 
ways such as caring for distressed, drunk or injured people who have 
come out from clubs and pubs. They hand out flip-flops, space blankets, 
water and wipes. They remove bottles and other potential weapons and 
listen to people – they do not attempt to convert anyone

Since then the organisation has grown rapidly and now they operate in 
nearly 300 locations across Britain including Beckenham & Croydon.

• Les Isaac was award an OBE in 2013 for his services to the 
community. 

Religious Studies

Further reading:
“Faith on the Streets”

Watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
s7JZlQ6hnY0

Other research:
Ascension Trust

School Pastors
Rail Pastors
Emergency Response Pastors



YINKA SHONIBARE

BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

Yinka Shonibare’s artwork makes us think about identity. What does 
it mean to be British? How can we celebrate the importance of 
immigrants to British society? Who writes our collective history 
down?

Yinka Shonibare (born 1962) is a British-Nigerian artist living in the 
United Kingdom. His work explores cultural identity, colonialism and 
post-colonialism within the contemporary context of globalisation. 
A feature of his art is the brightly coloured Ankara fabric he uses. 
Because he has a physical disability that paralyses one side of his 
body, Shonibare uses assistants to make works under his direction.

ART

Further reading:
• https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/kids-

view/kids-think-about-art-and-race
• https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-

black-art-can-spark-conversations-with-
children

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore
/who-is/who-yinka-shonibare

Other figures to research:
• Jean-Michel Basquiat
• Faith Ringgold
• Kehinde Wiley

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/kids-view/kids-think-about-art-and-race
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-black-art-can-spark-conversations-with-children


KEHINDE WILEY

BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

Kehinde Wiley, (born February 28, 1977, Los Angeles, California, U.S.), 
American artist best known for portraits that feature African Americans 
in the traditional settings of Old Master paintings.

Kehinde Wiley was born and grew up in South-central Los Angeles with 
an African-American mother, Freddie Mae Wiley, and a Yoruba father 
from Nigeria, Isaiah D. Obot, who came to the United States as a 
scholarship student and then returned to Africa after finishing his 
studies, leaving Wiley's mother to raise their six children. When Wiley 
was a child, his mother recognized his artistic talent, saying that he 
could reproduce anything he saw by drawing, and she enrolled him and 
his twin brother in after-school art classes at the age of 11.

He is now one of the most well regarded contemporary painters- having 
recently completed a portrait of Barack Obama. 

ART

Further reading:
• https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/kids-

view/kids-think-about-art-and-race
• https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-

black-art-can-spark-conversations-with-
children

Watch (insert link to video 
clip?):https://thekidshouldseethis.co
m/post/a-new-republic-the-portrait-
work-of-artist-kehinde-wiley

Other figures to research:
• Jean-Michel Basquiat
• Faith Ringgold
• Yinka Shonibare

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/kids-view/kids-think-about-art-and-race
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/how-black-art-can-spark-conversations-with-children


YINKA SHONIBARE
Shonibare, CBE, RA is 58 and is a British-Nigerian artist who was born 
and lives in the UK. His work explores cultural identity and 
colonialism within the contemporary context of globalisation. A 
hallmark of his art is the brightly coloured Ankara fabric he 
uses. Shonibare's work explores issues of race and class, through a 
range of media which include painting, sculpture, photography, 
installation art, and, more recently, film and performance. He 
examines the construction of identity and tangled interrelationship 
between Africa and Europe. He asks what constitutes our collective 
contemporary identity today. Having described himself as a ‘post-
colonial’ hybrid, Shonibare questions the meaning of cultural and 
national definitions through his work.

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

Watch:
Yinka Shonibare Studio Visit – TateShots | 
Tatewww.tate.org.uk › art › artists › yinka-shonibare-
studio-vi...

Samuel Mensah; brand innovation and visual 
storytelling.
Ben Ezugha; Graphic Designer
Jarrhette Burke; Graphic Designer

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=video&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj2yteE1YnsAhVTXsAKHS9bCR8QtwIwAHoECAEQAQ&url=https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/yinka-shonibare-mbe-3081/yinka-shonibare-studio-visit&usg=AOvVaw3K8nitYhWTvQKgWtTGC4uK


STEVE MCQUEEN
Sir Steven McQueen, CBE is a British photographer, filmmaker 
and video artist. He is known for the 2013 film '12 years a slave' a 
historical adaptation of an 1853 slave narrative memoir.

McQueen has received the Turner Prize; the highest award given to 
a British visual artist. In 2006, he produced 'Queen and 
country' which commemorates the deaths of British soldiers in Iraq 
by presenting their portraits as a sheet of stamps.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Watch;
Steve McQueen's ambitious art project 
- BBC London -
YouTubewww.youtube.com › watch

Other figures to research:
Edward Enninful; Editor in chief 
British Vogue.
Campbell Addy; Fashion 
photographer.
Bruce Oldfield; Fashion designer.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwierer64InsAhULO8AKHf4HAiQQtwIwBXoECAYQAQ&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DPYaviurHwtg&usg=AOvVaw3dfyaj2TuOM2xx_alZKUCd


CHRISTOPHER CAULCRICK

Christopher Caulcrick is a researcher in the 

biomechatronics lab in Imperial College London's 

Department of Mechanical Engineering. He is currently 

researching exoskeletons as a member of the college's 

Centre for Doctoral Training in Neurotechnology, and he 

works as teaching assistant, tutoring embedded C for 

microcontrollers and stress analysis.

Currently only 9% of Engineers are from BME groups, 

there are at present 29.9% studying at University

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY : Engineering

Further reading: 
https://www.raeng.org.uk/diversity-in-

engineering/diversity-and-inclusion-at-the-

academy/celebrating-leading-ethnic-minorities-

in-engineer/christopher-caulcrick

Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9Ka0HgNH

3c&list=PLwGtYyebuGeniR__9wThdW0e3UMQij

z7v&index=1

https://www.raeng.org.uk/diversity-in-engineering/diversity-and-inclusion-at-the-academy/celebrating-leading-ethnic-minorities-in-engineer/christopher-caulcrick
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9Ka0HgNH3c&list=PLwGtYyebuGeniR__9wThdW0e3UMQijz7v&index=1


Designer Stephen Burks’ work—which includes retail 
interiors and events, packaging, lighting, furniture 
and home accessories—typically involves a 
connection between the handmade crafts of African 
and the contemporary aesthetics of today. His 
industrial design studio, Stephen Burks Man 
Made, has worked with leading furniture 
manufacturers to develop lifestyle collections that 
engage hand production as a strategy for 
innovation. In 2015, Burks was awarded the 
National Design Award in product design and in 
2018, the Harvard Loeb Fellowship.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY : Home Product design

Further reading: 
https://www.dwell.com/article/top-black-

designers-architects-df6781bd

Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jt1sFNTwAfg

STEPHEN BURKES

https://www.stephenburksmanmade.com/
https://www.dwell.com/article/top-black-designers-architects-df6781bd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jt1sFNTwAfg


That plastic garbage can you use to take out the trash, the sewing machine your 
grandmother cherished, the portable hair dryer, and the iconic orange View-Master, 
a precursor toy to virtual reality that allowed kids to see images in 3-D, were all 
designed by Charles “Chuck”. Harrison, a black industrial designer and Louisiana 
native (September 23, 1931 — November 29, 2018) was an American industrial 
designer and the first African-American executive to work at Sears, Roebuck and 
Company, starting in 1961 as a designer and eventually becoming manager of the 
company's entire design group. He was involved in the design of over 750 consumer 
products, including the portable hair dryer, toasters, stereos, lawn mowers, sewing 
machines, Craftsman power tools, the see-through measuring cup, fondue pots, stoves, 
and the first plastic trash can, which has been credited with changing the sound of 
trash collection day.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY : Industrial Product design

Further reading: 
https://www.designweek.co.uk/issue

s/february-2013/four-corners-an-

interview-with-chuck-harrison/

Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88yjC7

SGgtQ

CHARLES (CHUCK) HARRISON

https://www.designweek.co.uk/issues/february-2013/four-corners-an-interview-with-chuck-harrison/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88yjC7SGgtQ


KIRBY JEAN-RAYMOND (PYER 
MOSS )

Kerby Jean-Raymond launched his fashion label, Pyer

Moss, in 2013. Jean-Raymond first came into the spotlight 

for his presentation of Pyer Moss' Spring 2016 Menswear 

Collection during New York Fashion Week. The show 

highlighted police brutality, referencing the 'Black Lives 

Matter' movement through use of video, street art, and 

fashion. In 2015, at the age of 28, he was listed on 

Forbes 30 Under 30 in Art & Style. Since then, Pyer Moss 

has grown tremendously & Kerby Jean-Raymond has 

decided to manoeuvre through the fashion industry at the 

beat of his own drum & no one else's. 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY : Fashion Design

Further reading:

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/t-

magazine/pyer-moss-kerby-jean-raymond.html

Watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jVZmgw

47VWA

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/t-magazine/pyer-moss-kerby-jean-raymond.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jVZmgw47VWA


Cephas Williams – Race Equality Campaigner
Look at the poster on the right hand side before reading this –

what do you think it is about? 

Cephas Williams created the ‘56 Black Men’ campaign to challenge negative 
stereotypes of black men in the media.  Black men are often portrayed in the media 
as being criminal. This impacts on black men’s life chances and how they are viewed 
by society. For example, black people are 9 times more likely than white people to be 
stopped and searched by the police. Cephas got 56 successful black men (including 
the Tottenham MP David Lammy) to take photographs wearing hoodies.  The 
campaign was then posted in newspapers/on TV and Billboards around the country.  
The aim was to get people to challenge their perceptions of these images and to get a 
conversation started about the way society negatively stereotype certain people. 

What did you think the poster on the right hand side was about before reading 
this?  Did you have any assumptions or stereotypes?

The campaign has been very successful and Cephas has been all over the country 
training different companies and corporations in racial stereotyping. 
He also has a contract with Clear Channel UK who own lots of the 
advertisement billboards. They have been posting the images all 
over the country. Keep an eye out for them!

Sociology 

Further reading:
https://www.56blackmen.com/

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
MXCr58waRck

Other figures to research:
David Lammy, Afua Hirsch, Reni Eddo-Lodge

https://www.56blackmen.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXCr58waRck


V. S. Ramachandran
Vilayanur Subramanian Ramachandran (born 10 August 1951) is an 
Indian-American neuroscientist. 

After earning a medical degree in India, Ramachandran studied 
experimental neuroscience at Cambridge, obtaining his PhD there. 
Most of his research has been in the fields of behavioural neurology 
After early work on human vision, Ramachandran turned to work 
on wider aspects of neurology including phantom limbs and 
phantom pain. Ramachandran invented mirror therapy which is 
now used to treat amputees with phantom limb pain and also to 
help restore motor control in stroke victims with weakened limbs. 

Psychology

Further reading:
Phantoms in the Brain (1998) 
The Tell-Tale Brain (2010)

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
Rl2LwnaUA-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
af0Sbwxj8WE

Other figures to research:
Kenneth Bancroft Clark (1914 –

2005) – Black doll / White doll experiments

Inez Beverly Prosser (1891-1934)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phantoms_in_the_Brain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tell-Tale_Brain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=af0Sbwxj8WE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=af0Sbwxj8WE


DR. MARK DEAN

Mark E. Dean (born March 2, 1957) is 
an inventor and computer engineer. He was part of 
the team that developed the ISA bus, and he led a 
design team for making a one-gigahertz computer 
processor chip. He holds three of nine PC patents for 
being the co-creator of the IBM personal 
computer released in 1981. He also invented the 
Industry Standard Architecture system bus with 
engineer Dennis Moeller, allowing for computer plug-
ins such as disk drives and printers

Computer Science

Further reading:
https://www.biography.com/inventor/mark-
dean

http://www.cs4fn.org/history/markdean.php

Watch (insert link to video clip?):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yk4WaZl93fQ

Other figures to research:

MELBA ROY MOUTON (1929-1990)
CLARENCE 'SKIP' ELLIS (1943-2014)

https://www.biography.com/inventor/mark-dean
http://www.cs4fn.org/history/markdean.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yk4WaZl93fQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melba_Roy_Mouton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarence_Ellis_(computer_scientist)


Wangari Maathai

BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

• Wangari Maathai was a renowned Kenyan social, environmental and 
political activist (1940-2011)

• Wangari Maathai was the first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace 
Prize. She was also the first female scholar from East and Central Africa to 
take a doctorate (in biology), and the first female professor ever in her 
home country of Kenya.

• To date, the Green Belt Movement she founded has planted over 45 
million trees across Kenya to combat deforestation, stop soil erosion, and 
generate income for women and their families. Wangari Maathai was a 
humanitarian. She fought the vicious cycle of environmental degradation 
and poverty.

Geography

Further reading:
- Challenge for Africa by Wangari 

Maathai
- https://www.greenbeltmovement.or

g/wangari-maathai

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMhDrJGG
MFk

Other figures to research:
- Dwayne Fields (black British 

explorer)

https://www.greenbeltmovement.org/wangari-maathai
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMhDrJGGMFk


Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912)
• Son of a West African doctor and an English woman – his father returned to 

Africa before he was born. 

• Brought up in Croydon where he learnt violin with his grandad.

• His family arranged for him to study at the Royal College of Music from the age 
of 15 but for a while the RCM hesitated over his race, worried that other 
students might object. 

• He was pioneering in integrating African music into his compositions for 
orchestras and for choirs 

• He was greatly admired in the USA, where they nicknamed him the “African 
Mahler”

• Died at the age of 37 from pneumonia. Some attribute his death to the stress 
of managing his finances as a composer.

• He was held in such high regard that King George V granted an annual pension 
of £100 to his widow and a memorial concert was held for him at the Royal 
Albert Hall. 

MUSIC

Further viewing:
Black Classical Music: The Forgotten 
History – available on  BBC iPlayer

Listen to his arrangement of the 
spiritual Deep River: 
Click Here

Other figures to research:
Errollyn Wallen
Hannah Kendall

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6G9UYLgPJI


Percy Julian
Percy Lavon Julian was born in Montgomery, Alabama and was the 
oldest of six children born to James and Elizabeth Julian. 

Percy Julian attended DePauw University in Indiana but due to race was 
not allowed to live in the dormitory. 

He found housing in a boarding house off campus but he was refused 
meals there. 

In 1923 he received a fellowship to Harvard where he earned an MSc in 
chemistry. 

Percy Julian invented Aer-O-foam that was particularly useful for fighting 
fires on aircraft carriers and other navy ships during WWII. 

He also synthesised hormones from soy beans,

In 1953 he founded his own laboratories that he sold in 1961 to Smith 
Kline for $2.3 million dollars.

Chemistry

Further reading:
https://cen.acs.org/people/prof
iles/Six-black-chemists-should-
know/97/web/2019/02

Watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F
hgxq1vjBqY

Other figures to research:
Alice Ball
Edward Bouchet
Mae Jemison

https://cen.acs.org/people/profiles/Six-black-chemists-should-know/97/web/2019/02
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fhgxq1vjBqY


FRANTZ FANON

BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

• A French West Indian psychiatrist and political philosopher.

• Produced influential work in the fields of post-colonial studies, critical 
theory and Marxism

• His life and work has inspired national-liberation movements and other 
radical political organizations in Palestine, Sri Lanka, South Africa and the 
USA.

• He formulated a model for community psychology, believing that mental-
health patients would do better if they were integrated into their own 
family and community instead of being treated with institutionalized 
care.

• He also helped found institutional psychotherapy while working at Saint-
Alban under Francois Tosquelle and Jean Oury. 

FRENCH

Further reading:
• The fact of Blackness
• The Wretched of the Earth
• A dying Colonialism
• Black skin, White mask

Watch (insert link to video clip?):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcBuCcydP68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDl4nUr4_2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omPUaAr0pLU

Other figures to research:
Aimé Césaire
Steve Biko
Ayi Kwei Armah

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDl4nUr4_2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDl4nUr4_2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omPUaAr0pLU


CHARLES M HUBER

BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

• He was one of the first two Bundestag members of African 
ancestry

• Represents the western City of Darmstadt in the Federal 
Parliament

• First Black actor in TV series “Der Alte”

• He founded Afrika Direkt which supports young people, the poor 
and artists in Senegal

GERMAN

Further reading:
His autobiography “Ein
Niederbayer im Senegal.”

Watch (insert link to video clip?):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
RS07XqbmaLI

Other figures to research:
Karamba Diaby
Stefi Jones
Yared Dibaba
Ivy Quainoo



MARĺA ELENA MOYANO

BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

• Afro-Peruvian activist, community organiser and  feminist

• Elected President of an organisation that provided milk to 
children, income-generating projects and committees for basic 
organisation

• As Deputy Mayor she founded the Popular Women’s Federation  
comprising of 70 women’s clubs. Their objective included the 
evaluation of women’s roles and opportunities for training and 
empowerment.

SPANISH

Further reading:
The assassination of María
Elena Moyano

Watch (insert link to video clip?):

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l
-jgC8BEnC4

Other figures to research:
Modesto Cepede
Zulia Mena
Arturo Alfonso Schomburg



Katherine Johnson
A physicist and mathematician, Katherine G. Johnson worked with 
NASA in calculating trajectories, launch windows and the return 
paths for many famous space flights. Her background includes 
such projects as Project Mercury (the first man to fly into space), 
1969's Apollo 11 (first flight to the Moon) and the Space Shuttle 
program (plans for a mission to Mars).

At the time of her work, African-Americans and women were not 
respected in the workplace. In 1953, she was hired by NASA and 
struggled to receive equal recognition for her work. During her 
time at NASA, she worked under segregated conditions as a 
"computer."

Further reading:
https://www.nasa.gov/content
/katherine-johnson-biography

Watch:
Hidden Figures. Trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5wfrDhgUMGI

Other figures to research:
Mary Jackson
Dorothy Vaughan

https://www.nasa.gov/content/katherine-johnson-biography
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wfrDhgUMGI


Ben Harvey Bailey Brown (Doc Brown)
• The son of a Jamaican immigrant, Yvonne Bailey.

• The younger brother of novelist and essayist Zadie Smith.

• Began his musical career in 2000 as a battle rapper.

• Hosted “Friday Night Live” in the West end of London.  The 
event gained worldwide fame, attracting performers such at 
Black Eyed Peas, Cee Lo and Mark Ronson.

• Brown toured with Ronson and Amy Winehouse throughout 
2007.

• TV/Film career includes: Miranda, Rev, The Inbetweeners, Attack 
the Block, Fleabag, Derek and Doctor Who.

English

Further reading:

Article on Zadie Smith and Doc 
Brown

Watch (insert link to video clip?):

Doc Brown on wishing David 
Attenborough was his Grandpa 

Other figures to research:
• Zadie Smith

https://www.theguardian.com/music/2005/mar/04/poetry.popandrock
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d54fJPETo78


Walter Tull
Walter Tull 28 April (1888 – 25 March 1918) was a very talented 
footballer who played for Tottenham Hotspurs and Northampton 
Town. Tull was only the third player of mixed heritage to play in the 
top league. At the time the crowd could be very racist and he met 
with some horrific abuse. When the First World War broke out in 
1914 he immediately signed up to the Footballer’s Battalion and 
was subsequently sent to fight in France. Here he demonstrated his 
bravery and skill and earned the respect of the men around him. 
Despite the fact that only men of European decent were allowed to 
become officers he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 
May 1917 and so became the first black officer in the British Army.  
He went on to lead some incredibly daring raids on the Italian Front 
and was commended for his “gallantry and coolness”. Unfortunately 
he never saw the end of the war and he died fighting in France in 
March 1918. He was 29 years old. 

History

Further reading:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/to
pics/zqhyb9q/articles/zbgxbdm
https://waltertull.org/walter-tull-
bbc/

Watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s
Y9aGFxgBvI

Other figures to research:
John Kent – the first black 
police officer
Dzagbele Matilda Asante –
nurse

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/zbgxbdm
https://waltertull.org/walter-tull-bbc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sY9aGFxgBvI


Kwame Kwei- Armah
• Kwame Kwei-Armah OBE (born Ian Roberts; 24 March 1967 in Hillingdon 

London is a British actor, playwright, director, singer and broadcaster. 

• Brought up in Southall, he changed his name at the age of 19 after tracing 
his family history, through the slave trade back to his ancestral African 
roots in Ghana. His parents were born in Grenada.

• Had to rent out 2 of the three bedrooms in their house to pay the rent 
each month. Parents worked several manual labour jobs to afford his fees 
for a theatre workshop each week. 

• Has written plays such as Bitter Herb, Elmina’s Kitchen, Walter’s War, 
Marley and Tree.

• Worked his way up through the performing arts industry and now holds 
the title of Artistic Director of the Young Vic in London. 

• On the board of the National Theatre, championing the inclusive nature 
of the UK arts programme for all races and cultures. 

• Patron of the Shakespeare Schools Festival. 

• Continues to fight inequality and racial prejudice within the UK, using his 
voice to create awareness through the arts and spoken word.

DRAMA AND THEATRE ARTS

Further reading:
www.oldvic.org.uk
www.thestage.co.uk/news/kwa
me-kwei-armah-backs-seat-out-
to-help-out-calls

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z
hbDPtmoOJE

Other figures to research:
Papa Essiedu
Lenny Henry

http://www.oldvic.org.uk/
http://www.thestage.co.uk/news/kwame-kwei-armah-backs-seat-out-to-help-out-calls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhbDPtmoOJE


NAME OF KEY INDIVIDUAL
BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

Ashley Banjo (born 4 October 1988), is an English street dancer, choreographer 
and actor. He is the leader of dance troupe Diversity. 

Diversity won the third series of Britain's Got Talent. 

Banjo was a judge on the SKY1 Talent show – ‘Got to Dance’ and ‘Dancing on Ice’ 
and co-presenter of the Saturday night BBC game ‘Can’t Touch This.’ Ashley has 
been a judge on the ITV show – ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ since September 2020. 

Ashley and Diversity recently performed on BGT with a piece inspired by Black Life 
Matters and it received 24,500 Ofcom complaints! Sadly it was a disappointing 
moment in Britain’s society representing that racism still exists to a high level in 
the UK. 

Dance 

Further reading:
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-
radio/2020/sep/19/diversity-dance-group-
proud-of-itv-backing-in-newspaper-ads

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzFNKFitHjw (BLM 
Performance)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_bEY2BVPCU
(addressing the response)

Other figures to research:

Jonzi D – Breakin Convention 
Choreographer 

Precious Adams – Ballet Dancer who 
refused to wear pink ballet tights and wore 
ones that matched her skin colour. 

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2020/sep/19/diversity-dance-group-proud-of-itv-backing-in-newspaper-ads
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzFNKFitHjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_bEY2BVPCU


William Adoasi
William is the founder of Vitae London, a watch business with a difference. For 
every watch sold, they also provide key educational resources for children in Africa, 
a continent which the jewellery industry has traditionally exploited. 

William grew up in a council estate in Camberwell. He won a scholarship to a 
prestigious boarding school in the midlands where he first realised that he had a 
desire to help those who were disadvantaged by their backgrounds. He later went 
on to drop out of university to focus on his first business idea, running PE 
workshops in schools., which managed to turn over £160,000 within the first 3 
years. However, the business went bust when the government changed funding 
rules and William was forced to take a series of office jobs in London. During this 
time, he attended evening school and completed his degree.

He then came to set up Vitae when he realised that he could combine his passion 
for fashion with his need to give back. He applied for a small loan from Virgin 
Startup Loans and won a prize to interview Richard Branson and be mentored by 
him. Branson was so touched by William’s idea he decided to buy a watch on the 
spot and wears it most days.  The initial loan soon turned into £150,000 of sales. 
William has been able to expand Vitae’s product range from 4 to 18 watches and 
move into eyewear and other accessories. Fans of the products include Pharrell 
Williams, Rizzle Kicks and Philip Schofield. 

Business

Further reading:
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommywilliams1/2019/08/02/m
eet-william-adoasi-an-entrepreneur-funding-education-in-
africa-through-ecommerce/#30542bdf4c0b

https://vitaelondon.com/pages/our-story

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxDaePtgiWY

https://www.youtube.com/user/VitaelLondon/videos

Other figures to research:
Raphael Sofoluke
Kike Oniwinde
Charmaine Hayden
Trevor Johnson

https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommywilliams1/2019/08/02/meet-william-adoasi-an-entrepreneur-funding-education-in-africa-through-ecommerce/#30542bdf4c0b
https://vitaelondon.com/pages/our-story


Liz Bonin
• She was born in Paris to a Trinidadian mother, of Indian and 

Portuguese descent, and a French-Martiniquan father.

• She has a bachelor's degree in biochemistry from Trinity College, 
Dublin, and holds a master's degree in wild animal biology and 
conservation from the Royal Veterinary College, for which she 
tracked tigers in Nepal

• She specialises in public engagement, making TV shows and 
presenting science and natural history events across the country

• She has explored marine mammal behaviour for the BAFTA 
Award-winning TV series Big Blue Live, assisted conservationists 
in the Russian Far East in the fight to save the last remaining 
Amur tigers, and investigated the impact of ocean plastic on the 
marine food web in Drowning in Plastic, which is linked below.

Biology

Further reading:
These are a collection of 
articles Liz has written

Watch:
Drowning in Plastic

Other figures to research:
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson

http://www.lizbonnin.com/writing
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=drowning+in+plastic&docid=608040006458214803&mid=64A0C2416092F3407D0A64A0C2416092F3407D0A&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.ayanaelizabeth.com/


Felicia Odamtten
Felicia is an economist working within government administration. She is also the 
Founder and Director of The Black Economists Network. 

Called T-Ben for short, the organisation aims to provide a platform through which 
economics students of African and Afro-Caribbean descent can connect, collaborate 
and support one another. They also aim to raise the profile of Black people working 
within economics-related careers and to challenge the lack of diversity in the industry. 

Felicia grew up in north London. She attended the University of Manchester where she 
achieved a first class honours degree in Economics and Development Studies. She then 
completed a Masters in Local Economic Development at LSE. During her studies she 
found that there were no prominent figures in economics or on the reading lists that 
were Black. When she joined the Civil Service after university, she also found that 
Black men and women were significantly under-represented in her field. This was a 
huge concern to Felicia, given that economists play a central role in policy making. 

This lead to Felicia founding The Black Economists Network. It is her hope that the 
network will be able to amplify Black economists’ work and perspectives and inspire 
future economists who previously may not as seen this as a field accessible to them.  

Economics

Further reading:
• https://www.alumni.lse.ac.uk/s/1623/interior-

hybrid.aspx?sid=1623&gid=1&calcid=1442&calpgid=643&pgid=252&ecid=11184&crid=0
&cid=1442

• https://twitter.com/theblackecon_?lang=en
• https://www.epi.org/blog/do-black-economists-matter-the-media-erasure-of-black-

economic-voices-hurts-the-hardest-hit-communities-by-the-pandemic-and-society-at-
large/

• https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-black-economists-network/
• https://fortune.com/2020/06/19/black-economists-fixing-systemic-racism-juneteenth/

Watch (insert link to video 
clip?):
• https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=uSuRLYeTzq8
• https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=ne2IYTjF7ko
• https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=y2HaaTwZn0E

Other figures to research:

William E. Spriggs
Dana Peterson
Trevor D. Logan 
Anna Gifty Opoku-Agyeman

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-black-economists-network/
https://fortune.com/2020/06/19/black-economists-fixing-systemic-racism-juneteenth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSuRLYeTzq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ne2IYTjF7ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2HaaTwZn0E


JACK LESLIE

• Jack Leslie would have been the first black player to play football for 
England

• Born in Canning Town Leslie started his career at Barking Town 
where his prolific scoring record attracted the attention of Plymouth 
Argyle . In his 14 years at the club he scored 137 goals in 401 
appearances becoming Argyle’s 9th highest appearance maker and 
4th highest goal scorer of all time.

• His exploits are made more impressive because of the racial abuse 
he suffered every game from both crowds and opponents.

• In 1925 Leslie received the news that he had been selected to play 
for England against Ireland. However, some days later, when 
newspapers published the team, Billy Walker of Aston Villa was in 
the starting line-up and Leslie was named only as a travelling 
reserve.

• It has been speculated that members of the FA, who had been 
unaware of Leslie’s ethnicity, objected to his colour and withdrew 
his selection.

• “They must have forgot I was a coloured boy”, Leslie said.

• Leslie was never picked again and it was another 53 years before Viv 
Anderson became the first black player to play for England in 1978.

• The Mayflower Grandstand at Plymouth Argyle’s Home Park has 
been named in his honour and the Jack Leslie Campaign has been 
set up this year to raise money for a statue outside the ground

SPORT

Further reading:
www.jackleslie.co.uk

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
The Jack Leslie Statue
The Jack Leslie Story

Other figures to research:
Black Footballers speak out about racism……….
Raheem Sterling Jadon Sancho Marcus Rashford

http://www.jackleslie.co.uk/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/jack-leslie-campaign
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jzSwYdFLtjA
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2018/dec/09/raheem-sterling-newspapers-fuelling-racism-alleged-abuse-chelsea
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2020/may/31/marcus-thuram-takes-knee-after-scoring-tribute-to-george-floyd
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/18/marcus-rashford-black-athletes-power-change-british-racism-poverty


Dr. Mae C. Jemison
Mae Carol Jemison (born October 17, 1956) is an American engineer, physician, and 
former NASA astronaut. She became the first black woman to travel into space when she 
served as a mission specialist aboard the Space Shuttle Endeavour. Jemison joined NASA's 
astronaut corps in 1987 and was selected to serve for the STS-47 mission, during which she 
orbited the Earth for nearly eight days on September 12–20, 1992. 

Born in Alabama and raised in Chicago, Jemison graduated from Stanford University with 
degrees in chemical engineering as well as African and African-American studies. She then 
earned her medical degree from Cornell University. Jemison was a doctor for the Peace 
Corps in Liberia and Sierra Leone from 1983 until 1985 and worked as a general 
practitioner. In pursuit of becoming an astronaut, she applied to NASA. 

Jemison left NASA in 1993 and founded a technology research company. She later formed 
a non-profit educational foundation and through the foundation is the principal of the 100 
Year Starship project funded by DARPA. Jemison also wrote several books for children and 
appeared on television several times, including in a 1993 episode of Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. She holds several honorary doctorates and has been inducted into the 
National Women's Hall of Fame and the International Space Hall of Fame. 

Physics

Further reading:
Mae Jemison, out of this world 
by Rose J. Blue

Watch:
Find out more about Mae Jemison 
here.

Other figures to research:
Katherine G. Johnson
Dorothy Vaughan
Mary Jackson

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=mae+Jemison&&view=detail&mid=04FC326BB42ABE9CE93704FC326BB42ABE9CE937&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=/videos/search?q%3Dmae%2BJemison%26qpvt%3Dmae%2BJemison%26FORM%3DVDRE


Spike Lee

• "Fight the power," the theme song to his 1989 film Do the Right 
Thing, could easily be Spike Lee's personal motto. From his 
earliest days as a student filmmaker to his $33-million epic 
Malcolm X, Lee has shown a willingness to tackle prickly issues 
of relevance to the black community—and has savoured every 
ounce of controversy his films invariably produce. 

• Although the bane of Hollywood executives, Lee's delight in 
playing the provocateur has not only made his own films 
bankable, but has also created an industry-wide awareness of an 
untapped market niche. Following the unforeseen box office 
success of Lee's earliest films, Hollywood's gates have opened to 
a new generation of young African American filmmakers.

Film Studies

Further viewing:
Do The Right Thing (Lee, 1989)
Boyz In The Hood (Singleton, 
1991)

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
Spike Lee talking about BLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
HBKt8MGeFgw

Other figures to research:
Steve McQueen: 12 Years A 
Slave / Small Axe

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBKt8MGeFgw


bell hooks

BRIEF FACT FILE/BIOGRAPHY

Cultural theorist bell hooks’ work has been to unearth the intersecting issues of 
cultural difference, race and knowledge within feminism. Her work shows how 
women of colour have been marginalised by power structures in society as well as 
by white feminists who purport to speak about the universal struggle of all women. 
hooks argued that mainstream feminism silences experiences of race, ethnicity and 
class.

For the past three decades, hooks has explored the representation of race in 
popular culture, and how this affects social relations and public education. In 
particular, bell hooks believes that black women are seen as the lowest status in 
media representations because of their ethnicity and gender – a combination of 
misogyny and racism – which comes from historical racism establish during the 
slave trade and British colonialism. 

hooks assumed the name of her great-grandmother, to honour female legacies; she 
preferred to spell it in all lowercase letters to focus attention on her message rather 
than herself.

Media Studies

Further reading:
‘Ain’t I A Woman?’ (hooks, 
1981)
‘Reel to Real’ (hooks, 2008)

Watch (insert link to video clip?):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?tim
e_continue=194&v=zQUuHFKP-
9s&feature=emb_logo

Other figures to research:
Stuart Hall
Paul Gilroy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=194&v=zQUuHFKP-9s&feature=emb_logo


David Lammy is a British Labour Party politician serving as Member of Parliament (MP) for 
Tottenham since 2000, and has served as Shadow Secretary of State for Justice and Shadow 
Lord Chancellor in Keir Starmer's Shadow Cabinet since 2020. He now hosts a regular radio 
show on LBC.

He has criticised the University of Oxford for admitting relatively few black students and 
students from disadvantaged backgrounds. He also believes the Wind rush scandal concerns 
injustice to a generation who are British, have made their homes and worked in Britain and 
deserve to be treated better.

Lammy recorded the Channel 4 documentary for Remembrance Sunday called The 
Unremembered: Britain's Forgotten War Heroes. In it he reveals how 100,000 or more Africans 
who died in their own continent serving Britain during WWI were denied the honour of an 
individual grave, despite the Commonwealth War Graves Commission's reputation for 
equality.

He led the Lammy Review, a report on discrimination within the policing and criminal justice 
systems in the UK, commissioned by PM Theresa May.

Further reading:
https://www.davidlammy.co.uk/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lam
my_Review

Watch:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k
fy1mDdNtEQ

Other figures to research:
Conservatives:
James Cleverly, Shaun Bailey
Labour:
Dianne Abbott, Dawn Butler

https://www.davidlammy.co.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lammy_Review
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfy1mDdNtEQ

