
Year 11 History  Revision  
• Make a mind map, flash card (or use your preferred method of revision) each week on the unit given.  

• Start blank and only use revision tools to consolidate  

• We recommend the ‘Edexcel Revision Guides and Workbooks’ for each unit. 

• You should also use GCSE Pod and complete their quizzes. 

• Practice exam questions in timed conditions 

 

Week 
Super Power Relations and the Cold War 

1941-1991 
Henry VIII and his Ministers 1509-1540 

6th Sept 

Key topic 1.1 Early tension between East and 
West 
● The Grand Alliance. The outcomes of 
the Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences. 
● The ideological differences between 
the superpowers and the attitudes of Stalin, 
Truman and Churchill. 

● The impact on US-Soviet relations of the 
development of the atomic bomb, the 
Long and Novikov telegrams and the 
creation of Soviet satellite states in 
Eastern Europe. 

Key topic 1: Henry VIII and Wolsey, 1509–29 
1 Henry VIII, Renaissance Prince  
● England in 1509: society and government. 
The young Henry and his accession to the 
throne.  
● Henry’s character and views on sovereignty 
and monarchy. His personal style of 
government.  
● Strengths, weaknesses and aims as 
monarch. 
 
 

13th Sept 

Key topic 1.2 The development of the Cold 
War 
● The impact on US-Soviet relations of 
the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, 
1947. 
● The significance of Cominform (1947), 
Comecon (1949) and the formation of NATO 
(1949). 
● Berlin: its division into zones. The 
Berlin Crisis (blockade and airlift) and its 
impact. The formation of the Federal Republic 
of Germany and German Democratic Republic. 

2 The rise of Wolsey and his policies  
● Reasons for Wolsey’s rise to power. His 
personality, roles and wealth.  
● Wolsey’s reforms: enclosures, finance and 
justice. The Eltham Ordinances.  
● Reasons for and reactions to the Amicable 
Grant. 

20th Sept 

Key topic 1.3 The Cold War intensifies 
● The significance of the arms race and 
the formation of the Warsaw Pact. 
● Events in 1956 leading to the 
Hungarian Uprising, and Khrushchev’s 
response. 
● The international reaction to the 
Soviet invasion of Hungary. 

 

3 Wolsey’s foreign policy  
● Aims of Wolsey’s foreign policy.  
● Successes and failures, including relations 
with France and the Holy Roman Empire, the 
Treaty of London (1518), the ‘Field of the 
Cloth of Gold’ (1520) and increasing 
difficulties in the 1520s.  

27th Sept 

Key topic 1.3 The Cold War intensifies 
● The significance of the arms race and 
the formation of the Warsaw Pact. 
● Events in 1956 leading to the 
Hungarian Uprising, and Khrushchev’s 
response. 
● The international reaction to the 
Soviet invasion of Hungary. 

 

4 Wolsey, Catherine, the succession and 
annulment  
● Catherine of Aragon and the succession.  
● Henry’s reasons for and attempts to gain an 
annulment. Opposition to the annulment, 
including the role of Pope Clement VII.  
● Reasons for Wolsey’s fall from power, 
including the failure of the divorce 
proceedings in London. The influence of the 
Boleyns. 



4th Oct 

Key topics 2.1-2.3 Cold War crises, 1958–70 
(Berlin, Cuba, Czechoslovakia) 
● The refugee problem in Berlin, 
Khrushchev’s Berlin ultimatum (1958), and the 
summit meetings of 1959–61. 
● The construction of the Berlin Wall, 
1961. 
● Impact of the construction of the 
Berlin Wall on US-Soviet relations. Kennedy’s 
visit to Berlin in 1963. 

Key topic 2: Henry VIII and Cromwell, 1529–
40 1  
Cromwell’s rise to power, 1529–34 
 ● Personality and early career, including 
service to Wolsey, election as MP and 
eventual membership of the Royal Council.  
● Handling of the king’s annulment and 
influence over Henry. Role as the king’s Chief 
Minister.  

11th October 

● Soviet relations with Cuba, the Cuban 
Revolution and the refusal of the USA to 
recognise Castro’s government. The 
significance of the Bay of Pigs incident. 

● The events of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

● The consequences of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis: the ‘hotline’, the Limited Test Ban 
Treaty 1963, the Outer Space Treaty 
1967, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty 1968. 

Cromwell, and the king’s marriages  
● Reasons for the fall of Anne Boleyn, 
including the role of Cromwell. 
 ● Jane Seymour: marriage, heir and death. 
The influence of the Seymours.  

Half Term  

● Opposition in Czechoslovakia to Soviet 
control: the Prague Spring. 

● The Brezhnev Doctrine and the re-
establishment of Soviet control in 
Czechoslovakia. 

● International reaction to Soviet measures 
in Czechoslovakia. 

Key topic 3.1 Attempts to reduce tension 
between East and West 

● Détente in the 1970s, SALT 1, Helsinki, 
SALT 2. 

● The significance of Reagan and 
Gorbachev’s changing attitudes. 

● Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force (INF) 
Treaty 1987. 

3 Cromwell and government, 1534–40  

● Reform of government and royal finance.  

● The management and use of parliament. 4 
The fall of Cromwell ● The significance of 
Henry’s marriage to Anne of Cleves.  

● Reasons for Cromwell’s fall from power in 
1540, including the influence of the Duke of 
Norfolk. 

Key topic 3: The Reformation and its impact, 
1529–40  

1 The break with Rome  

● Henry as ‘Defender of the Faith’. Reasons 
for Henry’s campaign against the Pope and 
the Catholic Church, 1529–33.  

● The significance of the Act of Succession and 
the Act of Supremacy (1534). Cromwell’s role 
in 

 

1st Nov 

Key topic 3.1 Attempts to reduce tension 
between East and West 

● Détente in the 1970s, SALT 1, Helsinki, 
SALT 2. 

● The significance of Reagan and 
Gorbachev’s changing attitudes. 

- Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ and the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force (INF) 
Treaty 1987. 

2 Opposition to, and impact of, Reformation, 
1534–40  

● Elizabeth Barton (the Nun of Kent) and John 
Fisher.  

● The significance of opposition from Thomas 
More.  

● Impact of the Reformation on the English 
Church, including the work of Thomas 
Cranmer and the influence of Thomas 
Cromwell.  

 

8th Nov Key topic 3.2 Flashpoints 3 The dissolution of the monasteries  



● The significance of the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, the Carter Doctrine and the 
Olympic boycotts. 

● Reagan and the ‘Second Cold War’, the 
Strategic Defence Initiative. 

Key topic 3.3 The collapse of Soviet control of 
Eastern Europe 

● The impact of Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ 
in Eastern Europe: the loosening Soviet 
grip on Eastern Europe. 

● The significance of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. 

● The collapse of the Soviet Union and its 
significance in bringing about the end of 
the Warsaw Pact. 

● The role of religious houses in local 
communities.  

● Reasons for the dissolutions, including the 
findings of Cromwell’s commissions of 1535.  

● The impact of the dissolutions. Beneficiaries 
and losers.  

4 The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536  

● Reasons for the uprising.  

● Key events of the uprising, including 
rebellions in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire and 
the roles of Robert Aske and the Duke of 
Norfolk.  

Reasons for the failure of the Pilgrimage of 
Grace and the significance of the uprising. 

15th Nov 
- Trial exam series 1  

 

- Trial exam series 1  

 

22nd Nov 
- Trial exam series 1  

 
- Trial exam series 1  

 

 


