
History: Curriculum Intent 

We aim to establish amongst our students a wider understanding of the history of the world and their place in it today. The department strives for all students to achieve their full potential by engaging with a wide-ranging and 

rigorous curriculum informed by the best modern practice. A greater understanding of world, national and local history is essential to creating outward-looking critical thinkers who will end up making a positive contribution to 

their own communities and wider society. Through developing an appreciation of a variety of views and experiences we foster tolerance without compromising their desire to challenge received wisdom.  

History: Curriculum Implementation 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Topics, Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and knowledge Skills developed Assessment  

 
 
 

Year 
7 

What is History? 
England in the Middle 
Ages 
 
Why did William win the 
Battle of Hastings? 
How did he secure 
power after his victory? 
How did England 
change as a result of the 
Norman invasion? 
What can we learn from 
the Domesday book 
about West 
Wickham/Beckenham? 
 
Key Historical concepts: 
Introduction to the 
main second order 
concepts 
Change and continuity 
(Progress/regress) 
Causation 
Chronology 
Bias 
Anachronisms 

- Focus on a task. 
- Constructing timelines and 

placing events into 
chronological order. 

- Creating living graphs to 
show progress, regress and 
continuity. 

- Differentiating short term 
from long term causes. 

- Being able to link causes 
together. 

- Being able to identify the 
most important cause. 

- Use some relevant subject 
terminology. 

Why did 
William win 
the Battle of 
Hastings in 
1066? 
(Extended 
writing 
Causation task) 

Medieval Life The Black 
Death 
 
What does the Black 
death tell us about the 
middle ages? i.e. 
Religious Beliefs/Society 
and 
Political Power? 
 
Key Historical 
Concepts/Skills 
Significance 
Change and continuity 
Historical evidence of 
the plague 
 
 
 

- Focus on a task. 
- read and understand the 

content of the source 
- Show an understanding of 

value/usefulness of the 
content of the source in 
relation to the question 
being asked. 

- Recognise and make simple 
comments on the 
provenance of the source. 

- Use some relevant subject 
terminology. 

- Begin to balance out points- 
useful/not useful. 

- Begin to evaluate how useful 
it is overall. 

Black Death 
Sources 
Assessment 

The Tudors 
 
Why was there so much 
religious change during 
the Tudors? 
What impact did it have 
on the powers of the 
king and the church? 
 
 
Key Historical concepts: 
 
Change and Continuity 
Significance 
 
 
 

- Confidently constructing a 
living graph with events. 
correctly interpreted based 
on a solid understanding of 
the historical context. 

- Beginning to understand a 
larger period of time in order 
identify recognise where and 
why change occurs.  

- Starting to select precise and 
detailed evidence in order to 
support points. 

- Showing awareness of a 
balanced answer/argument- 
the need to look at both sides 
before a conclusion is made.  

- Deploying the relevant 
language in order to 
discriminate and help make 
judgements about particular 
events e.g. describing 
changes as ‘irreversible’ and 
‘substantial’. 

Tudors 
Assessment on 
Change and 
Continuity 
Which period 
saw more 
change? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

England in the Middle 
Ages Continued 
 
How powerful was the 
church in the middle 
ages? Who/what was 
more powerful the king 
or the Church? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
 
Interpretation historical 
evidence (source skills) 
Foreshadows 
Assessment in Spring 1 
 
 
 
 

- Focus on a task. 
- Using the content of the 

source to Identify inferences 
from a source. 

- Being able to connect the 
inference to the source, ‘I 
know this because in the 
source it says…’ 

- Starting to understand how 
provenance might affect the 
usefulness of the source. 

Thomas Becket 
Extended 
Project on 
Source Skills 
 

Medieval life continued 
 
Why do medieval 
castles change over 
time?  
Which period saw more 
change? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Change and continuity 
 
Investigation into 
medieval castle design 
from 11th century to 
14th century 
 
 
Foreshadows 
Assessment in Summer 
1 

- Focus on a task. 
- Identifying, selecting and 

explaining features of castle 
design. 

- Beginning to make 
comparisons between 
different designs. 

- Recognising the difference 
between designs. 

- Making comments on the 
changes of the design as well 
as explaining the continuities 
in castle design. 

- Use some relevant subject 
terminology. 

Extended 
Project on 
Castle Design 

The Stuarts 
 
Why did England 
execute its King? 
 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts 
End of year Project can 
focus on the following 
Historical concepts: 
Significance 
Change and continuity 
Causation 

- Applying their understanding 
of religious change from the 
Tudors to understand the 
context of Stuart England. 

End of year project will attempt 
to demonstrate the following: 
- Show awareness of the 

purpose and format of the 
task. 

- See, explain and use links 
across the topics studied in 
year 7 to make a judgement 
on the importance of religion. 

- Give reasons in support of 
opinions and begin to develop 
ideas. 

- Sequencing ideas into 
paragraphs. 

- Communicate with some 
clarity and fluency. 

- Use a variety of sentence 
structures 

- Spell most words accurately. 

End of Year 
project on the 
importance of 
religion from 
the middle 
ages to the 
early modern 
age 
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Year 
8 

The Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade and the 
Black Peoples of the 
Americas 
 
Who was involved in 
triangular trade and 
why? 
What was life like for a 
slave on the plantation? 
 
 
Key concepts/skills 
Chronology 
Sources 
 
 

- Sustain focus on a task. 
- Convey ideas coherently. 

using structured paragraphs 
- Beginning to apply the 

historical context in order to 
identify value/usefulness of 
the content of the source in 
relation to the question 
asked. 

- Show a more developed 
understanding of how 
provenance affects the 
value/usefulness of the 
source. 

- Use some relevant subject 
terminology. 

- Greater awareness of 
balancing out points- 
useful/not useful. 

- Evaluate how useful it is 
overall. 

Sources 
assessment on 
Slavery 
 
 

The Industrial 
Revolution 
 
Why did it happen it 
Britain at that particular 
time? 
What was life like for a 
child labourer in 
industrial Britain? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Significance 
Change and Continuity 
Similar and different 

- Sustain focus on a task. 
- Identifying and explaining 

similarities and differences 
across two co-existing civil 
rights movements (making 
Horizontal comparisons). 

- Being able to identify AND 
explain whether or not these 
movements were overall 
more similar or more 
different (making 
judgements). 

- Being able to use themed 
paragraphs e.g. 
punishments/how they 
obtained freedom and 
structure extended writing 
accordingly. 

- Use a variety of sentence 
structures. 

- Spell increasingly complex 
words accurately and 
incorporate a range of 
punctuation. 

Similar and 
Different: The 
life of a child 
worker 
compared to a 
slave from the 
Americas 

Politics and Protest 
 
How was power 
distributed in 18th and 
19th century and how 
was this expressed 
through the political 
system? 
What were the forces 
both internal and 
external that led to 
political reform? 
How significant was 
each stage of political 
reform? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Causation 
Change and Continuity 
Significance 

- Sustain focus on a task. 
- An understanding of the 

appropriate political 
terminology of the 19th 
century seen through 
students successfully 
deploying it in their answers. 

- The ability to show some 
understanding of the complex 
context of the time period in 
order identify recognise 
where and why change occurs 
and give weight to certain 
events.  

- Greater selection of precise 
and detailed evidence in 
order to support points. 

- All answers will have a 
balanced argument-before a 
conclusion is made.  

- Greater deployment of 
powerful and relevant 
descriptive language. 

Change and 
continuity 
assessment. 
Which period 
saw greater 
change? 

Black Peoples of the 
Americas 
 
How did the TAST end in 
GBR and the USA? 
Did this mean life 
improved for those who 
were now free? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Similar and Different 
Foreshadows the Spring 
1 Assessment 
 

- Sustain focus on a task. 
- Identifying and explaining 

similarities and differences 
across two co-existing civil 
rights movements (making 
Horizontal comparisons). 

- Being able to identify 
whether or not these 
movements were overall 
more similar or more 
different. 

- Being able to use themed 
paragraphs and structure 
extended writing accordingly. 

- Use a variety of sentence 
structures. 

- Spell increasingly complex 
words accurately. 

- Incorporate a range of 
punctuation. 

Similar 
different: 
extended 
project on 
Malcolm X and 
Martin Luther 
King 
 

The British Empire 
 
How and why did it 
expand? 
Case study on one area 
of the empire 
13 Colonies 
Australia 
India 
Africa 
How and why did it end 
when it did? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Chronology 
Change and Cont. 
(Progress/Regress) 
 
Foreshadows Summer 1 
Assessment 
 
 

- Sustain focus on a task. 
- Confidently creating a living 

graph mapping out 
expansion (size of the 
empire) both progress and 
regress 

- A more confident 
understanding of a larger 
period of time in order 
identify recognise where and 
why change occurs.  

- Greater selection of precise 
and detailed evidence in 
order to support points. 

- All answers will have a 
balanced argument-before a 
conclusion is made.  

- Greater deployment of 
powerful and relevant 
descriptive language. 
 

Extended 
Change and 
continuity 
project 
Motives for 
expansion 

Politics and Protest 
Continued 
 
How successful were the 
protest movements of 
the 19th century? 
Did success depend on 
certain factors? 
 
Key Historical 
skill/concepts 
End of year Project can 
focus on significance: 
i.e. the Importance of 
Individuals in History 

End of year project will attempt 
to demonstrate the following: 
- show clear awareness of the 

purpose and format of the 
task 

- Identify, explain and use 
individuals across the topics 
studied in year 8 to make a 
judgement on the importance 
of a particular person 

- give reasons in support of 
opinions and begin to develop 
ideas 

- Sequencing ideas into 
paragraphs. 

- Communicate with some 
clarity and fluency. 

- Use a variety of sentence 
structures 

- Spell most words accurately. 

Extended end 
of year project 
on the 
importance of 
the individual 
in History from 
a selection of 
people from 
the year 8 diet. 
e.g. 
Wilberforce 
James Watt  
Gandhi 
MLK 
Malcolm X 
Emmeline 
Pankhurst 
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Year 
9 

The First World War 
 
What caused the first 
world war? 
What happened to LPSB 
students who fought? 
What were the 
conditions for the 
soldiers on the western 
front? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Chronology 
Causation  
Sources 

- Sustain sharp focus on a task. 
- Convey ideas coherently 

using themed paragraphs. 
- Shows a more acute 

awareness of the historical 
context in order to identify 
value/usefulness of the 
content of the TWO sources 
in relation to the question 
asked. 

- Good identification and 
deployment relevant subject 
terminology in order to spot 
value and write about it. 

- Can begin to utilising various 
provenance points and not 
just one e.g. author OR date 
but BOTH to show value. 

- Greater awareness of 
balancing out points- 
useful/not useful. 

- Confident evaluation on how 
useful both sources are. 

Sources 
assessment on 
life in the 
trenches 
 

Dictatorships of the 
20th Century 
 
What is a dictatorship 
and how is it different to 
a democracy? 
How do dictatorships 
come about? 
What impact do they 
have on people’s lives? 
 
Key Historical skills 
/concepts: 
Historical 
Interpretations 
 

- Sustain sharp focus on a task. 
- Can identify the argument of 

each historian. 
- Can explain why the 

interpretations differ by 
confidently using/matching 
the correct historical 
evidence. 

- Will be able to select and 
deploy more precise and 
detailed, relevant knowledge 
to support and challenge the 
interpretations of both 
historians. 

- Will begin to hypothesise 
which view is more 
convincing and why in an 
extended piece of writing. 

- All answers will have a 
balanced argument-before a 
conclusion is made.  
 
 

Historical 
Interpretations 
 
Was Stalin a 
cruel dictator? 

The Second World War 
cont. 
 
Why did Germany lose 
the Second world war? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Chronology 
Causation 
 

- Show secure awareness of 
the purpose and format of 
the task. 

- Confidently differentiating 
causes whilst also being able 
to attribute certain causes to 
particular themes. 

- Being able describe/explain 
the links between multiple 
causes. 

- Being able to identify the 
most important theme across 
a number of themes and use 
precise and detailed 
knowledge to support 
hypothesis. 

- Use expansive and relevant 
subject terminology. 

- All answers will have a 
balanced argument- The 
Introduction matches what it 
says in the conclusion. 

Causation 
Assessment 
Why did 
Germany lose 
the Second 
World War? 

The First World War 
Continued 
 
The role of Field 
Marshal Haig was he 
the Butcher of the 
Somme? 
How did life change for 
people at home? 
How/Why did it end in 
1918? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Historical 
Interpretations 
Change/continuity 
Causation 
Foreshadows Spring 1 
Assessment 
 

- Sustain sharp focus on a task. 
- Can identify the argument of 

each historian. 
- Can explain why the 

interpretations differ. 
- Will be able to select and 

deploy relevant knowledge 
to support and challenge the 
interpretations of both 
historians. 

- Will begin to hypothesise 
which view is more 
convincing and why in an 
extended piece of writing. 

- All answers will have a 
balanced argument-before a 
conclusion is made.  
 

Extended 
project on Haig 
‘Butcher of the 
Somme?’ 
 

The Second World War 
 
How/Why did the 
Second World War 
start? 
 
 
Key Historical skills/ 
concepts: 
Chronology 
Causation 
Foreshadows Summer 1 
Assessment  

- Sustain sharp focus on a task. 
- Constructing more complex 

and detailed timelines and 
placing events into 
chronological order. 

- Confidently differentiating 
causes whilst also being able 
to attribute certain causes to 
particular themes. 

- Being able describe/explain 
the links between multiple 
causes. 

- Identifying the most 
important theme across a 
wide number. 

- Use precise and detailed 
knowledge to support 
hypothesis. 

- use expansive and relevant 
subject terminology 

- All answers will have a well 
thought-out and balanced 
argument- The Introduction 
matches what it says in the 
conclusion. 

Extended 
project on 
causes of the 
second world 
war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holocaust and the 
History of Anti-
Semitism 
 
What was the holocaust 
and how did it occur? 
Where does the 
holocaust fit in within 
the broader scope of 
history? 
 
Key Historical 
skills/concepts: 
Chronology 
Causation 
Change and Continuity 

End of year project will attempt 
to demonstrate the following: 
- Sustain sharp focus on a task 
- The ability to show excellent 

awareness of a wide time 
span (breadth). 

- Greater selection of precise 
and detailed evidence in 
order to support points. 

- Confident deployment of 
powerful and relevant 
descriptive AND evaluative 
language. 

- Confident sequencing of ideas 
into paragraphs/themes 

- Consistently uses subject -
specific terminology to 
explore meaning. 

- Communicate with regular 
clarity and fluency. 

- All answers will have a 
balanced argument- The 
Introduction matches what it 
says in the conclusion. 
 

Extended 
Project on the 
History of Anti-
Semitism 

 


