Headteacher’s Bulletin

Autumn Term 2019

As ever the autumn term has been a very busy one here at Langley Park School for Boys, and one filled with a
fantastic variety of events and opportunities for our students who continue to make us proud with their energy,
enthusiasm and ambition.
The Performing Arts team have once again demonstrated why Langley Boys is the best school in the area for
budding actors, musicians and dancers with a number of fantastic performances throughout the term. Highlights
include the wonderful production by the Langley Shakespeare Company of King Lear, with a dazzling performance in the lead role by the English department’s very own Jon Herbert, ably supported by an excellent student
cast. The Christmas Carol Concert at St George’s Church this year was definitely one of the best yet with our choir
of 220 year 7 boys sounding wonderful on an evening which also raised £1200 for Demelza Care. The music tour
this year went to Venice and Lake Garda where our various ensembles performed a number of concerts
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All the pupils loved the trip and had a great time!
We have also enjoyed numerous other events which take place throughout the term to enrich our curriculum
George Shaw 9W
offer and I am grateful as ever to the staff who lead these events, which this term have included another successful Robot Wars competition, The Big Draw, and numerous visits - both day trips and residentials.

Year 9P Dover Trip

I would also like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to the Friends of Langley Park School for Boys
for their ongoing work fundraising for the school, which over the last year has seen them raise over £40,000. The
Christmas fair at the start of December was a great event as always with a record number of stalls, and the various tribute bands are proving a very popular night out for many parents! In particular I would like to thank
Michelle Duncan who has very recently stepped down as the Chair of the Friends after two years of the leading
the group with immense energy and determination. We are grateful for all that she has done for us.
As ever I am grateful to you the parents for your ongoing support throughout 2019. I wish you all a really
good Christmas break, and look forward to welcoming you back to even bigger and better things in 2020.
Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year.
Mr S. Parsons
Headteacher

Psychology

Design & Technology

This term the psychology department has worked
with Headway SELNWK the local brain injury charity. We study acquired brain injuries as part of the
A level course, and so it has been informative to
hear directly from this charity about the work they
do. A small group of students were invited to a
conference in London on 3rd December, where we
heard from a number of people who had suffered
from brain injuries, as well as other professionals
including a clinical psychologist and speech therapist.

The Design Technology department would like to thank
Jonathan Griffiths from The Department. The Department designs and builds exhibition stands for prestigious events and companies. Jonathan has again generously donated an abundance of resistant materials to the
Design and Technology this year. He has been a keen
supporter of the subject for many years and has made
significant donations to the design and technology resources which has enabled our pupils from KS3 through
to KS5 to work with many different and exciting new and
modern materials in their projects. We have also taken
KS5 students to his workshops where they have been
able to use his CNC routing machine, which is much
larger, to create their A level products. Below are a couple of products examples made by Langley Park students
using his materials and machines.

We also raised some money for the charity when
some sixth form students completed the Bromley
Parkrun in Norman Park at 9am Saturday 14th December. Zachary Blair was the first Langley student to finish in an impressive time of 19.55, followed by Josh Woodward, Kiran Bridges, Sam
Bradley, Mathew Weaver, Anna Murphy O’Connor
and Ella Phillips. Anna and Josh also did superbly
well raising sponsorship, with a combined total of
£120. Well done to the students involved, and
thank you to those who contributed to this excellent charity.

Year 9 Design Innovators Club
DT’s Design Innovators Club for our gifted and
talented pupils have made a fantastic start to the
school year. A 22 strong group of enthusiastic Year
9 pupils have already taken part in a research trip
to London's Design Museum, worked collaboratively and presented their concepts for a National
design competition. We are currently working on a
design challenge that will build their technological
skills and knowledge in both Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. An excellent team of your
Design Innovators!
Ms Easington

Drama
Year 8 French Trip
33 year eight students took part in this
year’s Opal Coast trip to France in the beginning of December.
The four day venture was a great success the boys particularly enjoyed learning how
to make croissants and pain au chocolat,
visiting the incredible Nausicaa aquarium,
exploring the Christmas markets in Lille, visiting a sweet factory and practising their
French language skills.
The Langley boys managed to impress the
locals throughout every part of the trip!

Modern Foreign Languages

German

Japanese Visit: Year 12

3 Day Residential Trip to Monschau: Year 8

On Wednesday 27th November, 70 year 12 students
took part in the Japanese exchange programme. 120
students from the Suma Gakuen high school visited
LPSB for the morning and the year 12 students gave
them a tour of the school. The LPSB students also
lead some communication games with our visitors,
which were a great success. Finally, we enjoyed choir
and dance performances by the Japanese students,
which were outstanding. The year 12 pupils fully embraced the day and were excellent ambassadors for
the school. They were extremely polite, helpful and
enthusiastic and the Japanese teachers commented
that they all really enjoyed the experience.

48 year 8 students embarked on their long journey
from Langley, through France and Belgium, to Germany at the end of November and an excellent time was
had by all, students and teachers alike. Miss Snell and
the rest of the staff were incredibly impressed by all of
the year 8’s willingness to try out their German on the
locals and an overwhelmingly positive attitude of all
students, particularly when climbing up that huge,
steep hill at the end of a very long day of sightseeing.
Well done to all the students who despite a slightly
wobbly start, kept trying and improved their iceskating skills! There was a competitive edge to the trip
with some spectacular selfies being taken in Mr Batten’s annual selfie challenge and the scores of this
years’ Aachen town trail were some of the highest they
have ever been. Special mention to Samuel Dowding,
who won the prize for speaking the most German
around the town and to James Killick, who won Man of
Monschau, the accolade awarded to a member of the
group for their extremely positive attitude, willingness
to help out at every opportunity and for contributing a
lot to the trip as a whole.

European Day of Languages: Year 7
On Thursday 26th September, the Modern Foreign
Languages Department celebrated the European Day
of Languages, which was a great success. Year 7 students took part in a Pokemon Lingo project, which
involved them going on a treasure hunt around the
school to catch the Pokemon characters. Next to
each character, there was a phrase in a different language with the English translation, which the students had to write into their booklets. All students
approached the task with great enthusiasm and determination to find all the characters, but prizes are
awarded to the following pupils for completing the
hunt in the fastest time:
1st Oscar den Heijer 7a
2nd Ryan Howley 7x
3rd Jonathan Maoz 7a
4th Kyle Singh 7c
5th Alexander Faukes 7y
6th Joel Box 7w
A big well done as well to James Choudry in 7Z, Lewis Devoney in 7Y and Samuel Fawkes in 7C for also
completing the booklets.

Day Trip to the British Film Institute: Years 12&13
On Thursday 12th December, 11 students from years 12
and 13 attended a German A-level film day at the British Film Institute. Students participated in a workshop,
where they viewed clips from different German films
and discussed their observations in German. Students
received lots of information about the historical and
cultural context of each film, which was very useful for
their studies. All students embraced the day and were
excellent ambassadors for the school, but special mention goes to Tom Corley and Cameron Sivyer for their
insightful comments about the films they saw. They
both made a fantastic effort to speak lots of German,
which was great to see.

Geography

Reading Challenge

The Geography Department has seen some remarkable progress by students this term. Notably,
the standard of homework at Key Stage 3 has
been nothing short of phenomenal. Projects have
included model volcanoes with working parts,
model waterfalls using real water, songs have
been recorded about sustainability and, even, raps
about composite volcanoes (kudos to Ben Topping in 9D for this – less so for Mr McCulloch’s
performance of this rap in class, despite the
“incredible” beat boxing of Mr Crawford!!!). The
new and improved Key Stage 3 curriculum has
meant students are honing both their skills and
their knowledge in preparation for their GCSE’s.

I would like to congratulate all members of Year 7 and
Year 8 for their participation in this term’s Reading Challenge. This is the first term that we have completed the
Reading Challenge in tutor groups, and students have
gone more than the extra mile! In total, Year 7 and 8 students have read an astonishing 164,038 pages – that’s
the equivalent of nearly 550 books! Not only have students been enjoying reading a whole range of comedy,
horror, fantasy and sci-fi stories, but they have also been
improving their literacy, comprehension and inference
skills. Margaret Fuller is often credited as saying, “Today
a reader, tomorrow a leader,” and we’ve certainly got
some young leaders in Years 7 and 8!
In both year groups, the form competition has been hotly
contested; first, second and third places were awarded as
follows:
Position

Year 7

Year 8

1st

7W: 34,431 pages

8B: 16,161 pages

nd

7X: 14,542 pages

8W: 13,409 pages

3rd

7B: 13,212 pages

8A: 9,356 pages
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Turning to the individual prizes, a number of students
have read a phenomenal number of pages: at least 67
boys have read more than 500 pages since half term,
which is a brilliant effort. In the individual competition,
first, second and third places were awarded as follows:

On that note GCSE students continue to make
great strides towards top marks this summer. The
highlight being three successful trips down to the
South Coast for some coastal fieldwork. The bravery in spite of some gale force winds was almost
as commendable as the amount of Domino’s Pizza
consumed by some students. Several students are
embracing the upcoming exam season and it’s
been fantastic to see the support Year 11’s are
receiving from the best Geography student mentors in Year 12 and 13. This collaborative approach
is really building a great sense of community
amongst the Geography cohort. Thanks to all
those students (about 30 in total) who have offered their support.
Whilst Year 12 Geographers have taken to their ALevels confidently, it’s been delightful to see Year
13’s pushing themselves harder and harder. With a
trip to Iceland just around the corner it’s been
positive to see so many of them living and breathing Geography. Many of them, as well as a strong
group of KS3 and KS4 students have been involved in the nascent Eco-Schools Bid – which
aims to improve the schools positive contribution
to the environment within the school, locally, nationally and internationally. Thanks to all those
involved and we excitedly await the positive introduction of some of the innovative ideas planned.

Position

Year 7

Year 8

Josh Byford: 12,217
pages

Max Kennedy:
2,378 pages

2nd

Shane McInally:
8,491 pages

Tom Bostock:
2,388 pages

3rd

Sean Kajiura: 5,291
pages

Jake Lloyd: 3,365
pages
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The winning form from each year group have been
awarded a well-earned box of chocolates, and the three
individual prize winners from each year group will be given their awards after Christmas. Congratulations to all of
the students who have read so widely! The scores will all
go back to zero in January, and there will be a fresh
round of prizes at Easter, so it’s all very much to play for
next term!
Mrs Watts
Assistant Headteacher

Sunil Centre
Sunil’s Special Visitor
The Sunil Centre was pleased to welcome Sophie
back for a Christmas visit. Sophie is a 10 ½ year old
Cocker Spaniel who has been a frequent visitor to the
school over the past 18 months.
Being a PAT dog, Sophie is specially trained to work
with crowds of people and has a delightful, friendly
temperament and enjoys all the attention she receives. In return, the students really enjoy her calming influence and the comfort and support she provides. We look forward to seeing Sophie again early
in the New Year.

Interact Club Activities
It has been a busy term for the Interact Club members
with a number of trips and activities. Year 7 and 8 students got together to celebrate with an end of term party and had a great time playing games together.
Year 9 students had a great time at the bowling alley in
The Glades, Bromley and enjoyed lunch in the town centre afterwards.
Year 10 and 11 students enjoyed a trip to the cinema to
watch the new Jumanji film at the Vue Cinema in Bromley. The visit also included a visit to The Glades to enjoy
the Christmas lights and refreshments at Starbucks.

Year 7 Science Club

Religious Studies
The RS department has covered a wide range of topics this term with the year 7’s learning about Hinduism; Year 8’s studying Islam and the year 9’s learning
philosophy. The GCSE groups are studying Christianity and topics such as Religion & Life and The Existence of God & revelation.
The sixth form have been studying Augustine and
Religious views in Society and Gender.
We have been visited by Nabi Nandan Das who came
in October to teach the year 7’s about Diwali and the
year 13’s went out on a trip to the Dietrich Bonhoeffer centre in Sydenham.
We are currently preparing for our GCSE trip to
Auschwitz in January.

Biology
Year 7 Science club has met every Tuesday since September, and enjoyed a range of fun practical activities
linked to Science and Engineering. The explosions
always prove popular, and we looked at how colour is
produced in fireworks around 5th November. The
challenge of making a raft out of one sheet of A4 paper that not only floated but carried a load was attempted with enthusiasm and a surprising amount of
success. Who knew one sheet of paper would float
with so many wooden blocks loaded onto it?! More
recently, the boys have researched information on the
planets in our solar system and made papier mache
models of each of the planets. And with winter well
and truly upon us, last week they made fat and seed
balls for the birds to enjoy.
We are pleased that so many boys have regularly attended the club since September. Any year 7 boy can
attend, as a one off or each week, and we will start
again in the New Year, Tuesday 3.15pm in room
360. Thanks to the hardworking Science technicians
who make the fun happen, and to Science staff who
support them.

Year 12 Biologists have made a good start to their
studies this year, and have just completed the first
assessment. One class had the chance to tackle the
tricky topic of protein synthesis by making a visual
representation of the process using plasticine, helping them understand it a little better, and including
key scientific words and definitions. In class we use
notes, textbooks, videos and diagrams to help explain some of the concepts studied using a range of
learning styles.

Art
The Art department has been a busy place this
term! We’ve been lost in tunnels of fog at the
Olafur Eliasson exhibition, clambered through
steel installations at the Royal Academy and
year 12 have created and curated their first exhibition. We also welcomed The Royal Drawing
School, who ran a wonderful day long drawing
workshop.
The Big Draw was a particular highlight this
term. We transformed the ILA into a robotic
drawing laboratory where students and teachers
imagined ‘the artist of the future’ complete with
robotic paintbrush arms and 5D glasses! Our
year 7 and 8 drawing engineers did a brilliant
job of overseeing the proceedings.
Year 10, 11 and 13 visited the Tate Modern
where they saw the legendary show from architect/designer/artist Olafur Eliasson and the new
Turbine Hall installation by Kara Walker. Year 12
visited the Antony Gormley retrospective at the
Royal Academy which was a great chance to
explore his vast and prolific career.
It’s been wonderful to get to know a new group
of year 12 and 10 artists as they embark on A
Level and GCSE journeys. They are already
showing lots of promise. I hope the Turner Prize
judges are ready for all this artistic talent!

Dance
A massive thank you to the Dance Department for performing in this year’s Christmas Showcase – Unwrapped. Your commitment to rehearsals has been incredible. We are extremely grateful for your commitment, focus and energy.
Year 7:

Year 10

Oscar Buttergieg

Luka Adams

Kyle Singh

Danik Cady

Marshall Pickers

Jamie Cleaver

Luca Byford
Josh Heller
Lewis Devani-Rattray

Luca Cocozza

Year 11
Callum Cooper
Harvey Derwin
Davide Laferla
Brandon Lesflores
Nicholas White

Jack Framton
Harry McCormack

Enrichment Yr 12 & 13

Imtiaz Miah

Thomas Bentley

Joseph Newton

Bella Evans

Jeremy Oppong

Rachel McDonogh-Small

McKenzie Preston-Broom

Zain Boolaky

William Richards

Karo Gustavus

Jamie Elgood

Zak Rowley

Emily Johnson

James Wickham

Johnathan Sittu-Ogundairo

Olivia Jackson

Frankie Smee
Louis Bridges
Liam Carroll
Connor Ackerman
Year 8

Brandon Walsh

Connie Saunders

Liam Fretwell

Rachel Piper

Oliver Bednarksi

Emily Jebb

Oliver Knowles

Hayley Wood

Luke Cleaver
Lewis Ford
Luke Amis
Oliver Butler
Aidan Dowling Dop
Joe Curmi
Year 9
Connor Gee Walger
Luc White

Euan Douglas
Sidney mutiso
Lauren Dally
Chloe Ellis
Ayanna Jackson

Sixth Form
The Sixth Form were delighted this year to take part in Christmas Jumper Day to raise money for
Save the Children. In total the Sixth Form managed to match last year’s total of raising over
£500. The Sixth Form also co-ordinated the Christmas Hamper collection which provides essential
items for families in the Bromley area. Langley Park School for Boys has worked with Food Plus for
the last few years and we were delighted that the families of LPSB managed to donate over 1200
items. Thank you to all students and families who brought in items for such a worthy cause and
thank you to the Senior Prefects who helped to organise and ensure that both events were a great
success.

Governors

Friends

Friends
Friends

Dear Parents & Carers

Dear Friends and Parents

Where does the time go? It is
hard to believe that we are at
the end of the Autumn term
already.

The Festive Season is upon us and I wish everyone a
happy Christmas and New Year.

The school has been a hive of
activity throughout the last
four months and I remain constantly impressed
with the breath of curriculum and opportunities
available to the pupils at Langley Park School for
Boys.
As a governing body we have restructured significantly this year and in what remains a financially
uncertain educational landscape, I would like to
thank Mr Parsons, Mr Guy and all the staff at the
school for their continued commitment and dedication to the children
When we return in January, I will be pleased to welcome two new parent governors to the board. We
have been blessed with some very strong candidates standing for the vacancies and whoever is
elected will add value to the board.
It just remains to wish all involved with Langley
Park School for Boys a peaceful and enjoyable
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Paul Monaghan

Following our AGM in November, I am absolutely
thrilled to announce that the Friends raised over
£31,000 in the last academic year! This is an incredible
achievement and only possible with the support and
help that all of our volunteers give freely. You can be
extremely proud of your contribution.
This current academic year, we are projecting a fundraising figure of £40,000!!!!
The first term of this academic year has been a tremendous success for the Friends. We had several new
joiners to our fantastic team. I thank them sincerely
for joining and bringing enthusiasm and new life into
our lives, including new volunteers, those who have
joined the media team, the Lost Property Team, the
Christmas Market Team and those who have helped at
parents evenings and other events. I hope you have
all felt welcomed and enjoyed meeting new parents
and staff alike.
We have managed almost 20 events this term, including our renowned Christmas Fair which raised just under £10,000. Our first Tribute Night of the academic
year took place on the 8th November and was a huge
success. In addition, our very own "Elvince", one of
the school site staff, launched our term with a very
special tribute to Elvis on the 27th September. Vince
performed to a small audience and raised £350 for the
Friends. Well done to Vince - it's amazing to see staff
not only recognising our efforts, but making a personal contribution.

Chair of Governors
I am super proud to be part of the Friends of Langley
Park School for Boys.

Spring Terms starts
on Tuesday 7th
January
at 8.15am

A get together has been arranged for all of the Friends
who have volunteered this term on 26th January 2020,
to say thank you for everything you have done and
celebrate our success and team work. Further details
will follow from Rob Elliott and I very much look forward to seeing you there.
In the meantime, I send my sincere gratitude and best
wishes to every one of you and your families. Enjoy
the Christmas break and everything that it brings!!
Michelle Duncan
Chair of Friends
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