
GCSE Geography Revision Timetable 2020 

Week / 
Date 

Topic Revision Topics 

14th 
September 

UK Geology 

1. UK geology and processes accounting for variations in UK 
landscapes.  
2. Distinctive upland and lowland landscapes result from the 
interaction of natural and human processes.  
(inc. photo analysis, cross sections and recognising features - OS maps).  

21st 
September 

UK Physical 
Landscape 

1. The importance on geology, UK climate and processes (weathering 
erosion, transportation, deposition) influence coastal landforms.  
2. How human activities have direct or indirect impacts on the coastal 
landscape.  (inc. SMALL CASESTUDY - how natural  and human 
processes are changing a landscape).  

28th 
September 

Rivers and 
flooding 

1. The causes and threats of increasing coastal flooding on people and 
environment.  
2. Evaluation of the options of different approaches to river 
management inc. hard, soft and integrated options. 

5th October 
Rivers and 

flooding 

1. How and why (processes) do river characteristics change along the 
course of a river. CASESTUDY: River Severn.  
2. How geology, location and climate as well as human factors change 
river hydrographs / flooding.     
3. The causes, impacts and management of flooding on the R. Severn. 
4. Evaluation of the options of different approaches to river 
management inc. hard and soft options. 

12th 
October 

UK Human 
Landscape 

1. The differences in characteristics between core and rural (periphery) 
areas, and how government policy tries to reduce inequality.  
2. How the UK economy is shaped by the wider world – migration, 
changing employment structure and global business practices – FDI, 
free trade etc.  (inc. use of CENSUS data and population pyramids).  

2nd 
November 

UK Human 
Landscape 

(Birmingham 
case study) 

CASESTUDY: BIRMINGHAM 
a. the site, situation and connectivity. 
b. Population change and the changing character of areas. 
c. City structure, varying functions and reasons for growth. 
d. Reasons for the variation in quality of life (inequality) across 

the city.   
e. The challenges, problems and benefits of urban industrial 

decline, suburban growth, rebranding and regenerating.  
f. The advantages and disadvantages of strategies to make 

living more sustainable.  
g. How rural areas change (costs and benefits) due to their 

interconnectivity with the city; evaluate the opportunities 
and challenges presented by rural diversification.  

9th 
November 

Fieldwork (NB 
Due to COVID-
19 this is likely 

to be 
removed) 

FIELDWORK URBAN and COASTS:  
1. Identify your research question and methods.  
2. The options for presenting the data (inc. by hand, ICT and GIS) 
3. Analysis - Be able to describe (using numbers) and explain your 

findings linking them to expected theory. 
4. Know your overall conclusions. 
5. Think critically – what were the limitations / problems you 

encountered in all the 4 stages above.  What would you do 
differently and why would this improve your investigation.  



16th 
November 

Climate 
Change 

1.– Worlds climate system, atmospheric circulation and high / low 
pressure. 
2. Past climate change, the natural and human causes of climate 
change, future predictions and impacts on the world / humans.   
(inc. describing line graphs). 

23rd 
November 

Tri-Cellular 
Model and 

Tropic Storms 

1. Causes, characteristics, hazards and impacts of tropical cyclones.  
(inc. GIS tracking maps) 
2. Why some countries / people are more vulnerable and how 
countries can prepare for and respond to minimise the impact.  
(CASE STUDY: Katrina USA 2005 and Haiyan, Philippines 2013).  
(inc. satellite images, social economic data and calculation of Saffir 
Simpson scale) 

30th 
November 

Tectonics 

1. The structure of the earth, causes of plate tectonics distribution of 
plate boundaries (inc. hot spots) and the variety of hazards caused.  
2. CASE STUDY: EITHER the primary and secondary impacts of 
earthquakes in MEDC and LEDC  
OR 
CASE STUDY: the primary and secondary impacts of volcanoes in MEDC 
and LEDC 

7th 
December 

Development 
1 

1. How countries population structures vary and the contrasting ways 
of measuring development. Inc. use of composite indices e.g. HDI. 
2. The causes and consequences of global inequality (inc. a comparison 
of Franks and Rostows model) and how globalisation is benefitting 
some countries more than others. 

14th 
December 

Development 
2 

1. The characteristics and advantages / disadvantages of top down and 
bottom up strategies to develop. 
2. CASESTUDY: How successfully is INDIA managing to develop.  

a. the site, situation and connectivity. 
b. The regional and global context. 
c. Key economic data and trends.  
d. Role of globalisation/government policy / FDI aiding 

development. 
e. How development has affected the country – positively and 

negatively socioeconomically and environmentally. 
f. How the development is changing Indias geopolitical 

influence. 

4th January Urbanisation 

1. Trends, patterns and predictions of world urbanisation (inc. the 
distribution and dominance of megacities).  
2. How economic change (Rostows model), including formal and 
informal work and migration causes cities to develop or decline.   

11th 
January 

Urbanisation 
(Megacities) 

1. How urban areas change in size over time and how urban zones have 
different characteristics. (inc. interpreting satellite images) 
2. CASESTUDY: Why does life vary so much in one mega city = MUMBAI 

a. the site, situation and connectivity. 
b. Population change and the opportunities present.  
c. City structure, varying functions and reasons for growth. 
d. Reasons for the variation in quality of life across the city.   
e. The challenges and problems of rapid urban growth. 
f. The advantages and disadvantages of top down and bottom 

up strategies for sustainability.  



18th 
January 

People and 
the Biosphere 

1. The distribution, characteristics and local factors affecting of major 
biomes (inc. climate data / graphs) 

2. Understand how the biome provides for the people and regulates 
the health of the area/ world.  

3. Understand the pressures biomes face from people / industry (inc. 
Models – Malthus v’s Boserup) 

25th 

January 
Forests Under 

Threat 

1. How flora and fauna are adapted to the biotic and abiotic 
characteristics of biomes.  
2. A comparison of climate, structure and characteristics of tropical rain 
forests v’s  taiga.  
3. The direct and indirect threats and causes of the threats to both 
tropical rain forests v’s taiga.  
4. Evaluate the approaches and success and of managing forests, and 
people living near forests.  
5. The conflicting views on the management of forests.  

1st 
February 

Consuming 
Energy 

Resources 

1. How energy resources are classified. 
2. The varying impacts obtaining energy resources has on the natural 
world.  
3. The uneven pattern of energy resource distribution around the 
world.  
4. The global patterns of energy usage and accounting for the variation 
in peoples in access. 
5. how energy supply and price is affected by a range of factors inc. 
conflict, recession and politics). 

8th 
February 

Consuming 
Energy 

Resources 

1. The costs and benefits of exploiting traditional and unconventional 
energy in ecologically sensitive areas.  

2. Evaluate (costs and benefits) options of energy efficiency and 
conservation, as well as the opportunity for using renewable 
alternatives.  

3. The contrasting views of different groups about the use of energy 
and the future options.  

4. How are attitudes changing towards energy consumption in 
MEDC’s.    

 

 


