
English: Curriculum Intent 

The English department aim to develop our students’ ability to articulate their own opinions in both speaking and writing, adapting their tone, language and register for different audiences and purposes.  We strive to hone their 

ability to persuade, argue and debate with confidence, crafting their work with an adventurous range of vocabulary.  We want to produce students who can evaluate their ideas; challenge the opinions of others whilst being 

prepared to have our own challenged too. 

We aim to introduce students to challenging literary texts, both from the Canon and across a range of different times and cultures.  We want our students to understand the value and importance of reading; how this helps us 

identify patterns and connections across texts, not just in English, but as a tool for accessing the whole curriculum.  Our students will also understand the range of literary, social, philosophical and moral contexts which shape the 

texts to read; they will understand how these contexts are central to the crafting of a text. 

English: Curriculum Implementation 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Topics, Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and knowledge Skills developed Assessment  

 
 
 

Year 
7 

Class Novel AO1+2 
 
Challenging Novel 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Character 
Setting 
Theme 
Genre 
Structure 
Mood 
 

- focus on a task 
- convey ideas clearly using an 

appropriate register 
- show an understanding of 

key aspects of an extract 
- recognise and make simple 

comments on writers’ use of 
language, form and 
structure; 

- use some relevant subject 
terminology 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 2 
Section B style 
task (extract 
only) 

Poetry AO1+2 
 
Approaches to Unseen 
Poetry 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Voice 
Setting 
Theme 
Form 
Structure 
Mood 
Poetic Methods 
(esp. imagery) 
 

- focus on a task 
- convey ideas clearly using an 

appropriate register 
- show an understanding of 

key aspects of the text  
- recognise and make simple 

comments on writers’ use of 
language, form and 
structure; 

- use some relevant subject 
terminology 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 2 
Section C 
unseen style 
task 

Non Fiction Reading 
AO1+2 
 
Disasters across the 
ages 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Purpose 
Structure 
Register 
Form 
Tone 
Inference 
Word classes 
Language devices 

- identify and interpret details 
related to the task 

- coverage and comment 
across the whole text 

- recognise and make simple 
comments on writers’ use of 
language, tone and structure; 

- use some relevant subject 
terminology 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 2 
Section A style 
tasks (retrieval 
and ‘what and 
how’) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literary Project 
(1hr per week) 
 
‘I am Malala’ 

- read and understand the 
content of the text 

- identify and deploy features 
of non-fiction writing 

Teacher 
defined writing 
tasks 

Literary Project 
(1hr per week) 
 
Challenging Fiction 

- read and understand the 
content of the text 

- identify and deploy features 
of fiction writing 

Teacher 
defined writing 
tasks 

Fiction Writing AO5+6 
 
Spy/Detective Fiction 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Character 
Setting 
Theme 
Genre 
Structure 
Mood 

- control plot and 
characterisation (use of 
‘show not tell’ and dialogue) 

- shape writing with a clearly 
developed narrative arc 

- use a variety of sentence 
structures 

- spell most words accurately 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 1 
Section B style 
task 
 

Drama AO1+2 
 
Shakespearean Comedy 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Character 
Setting 
Theme 
Genre 
Structure 
Dramatic Methods 

- focus on a task 
- convey ideas clearly using an 

appropriate register 
- show an understanding of 

key aspects of the text  
- recognise and make simple 

comments on writers’ use of 
language, form and 
structure; 

- use some relevant subject 
terminology 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 1 
Section A 
extract style 
task 

Non Fiction Writing  
AO5+6 
 
Writing the World 
(Articles) 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Argument 
Rhetoric 
Purpose 
Audience 
Persuasion 
Structure 
Register 
 
To include cross-
curricular work with 
Geography Department 
and Eco Schools Project 

- show awareness of the 
purpose and format of the 
task 

- show awareness of the 
reader/ intended audience 

- adapt register to purpose / 
audience 

- give reasons in support of 
opinions and begin to develop 
ideas 

- sequencing ideas into 
paragraphs 

- communicate with some 
clarity and fluency 

- use a variety of sentence 
structures 

- spell most words accurately 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 2 
Section B style 
task 

 

 

 



English: Curriculum Intent 

The English department aim to develop our students’ ability to articulate their own opinions in both speaking and writing, adapting their tone, language and register for different audiences and purposes.  We strive to hone their 

ability to persuade, argue and debate with confidence, crafting their work with an adventurous range of vocabulary.  We want to produce students who can evaluate their ideas; challenge the opinions of others whilst being 

prepared to have our own challenged too. 

We aim to introduce students to challenging literary texts, both from the Canon and across a range of different times and cultures.  We want our students to understand the value and importance of reading; how this helps us 

identify patterns and connections across texts, not just in English, but as a tool for accessing the whole curriculum.  Our students will also understand the range of literary, social, philosophical and moral contexts which shape the 

texts to read; they will understand how these contexts are central to the crafting of a text. 

English: Curriculum Implementation 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Topics, Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and knowledge Skills developed Assessment  

 
 
 
 
 

Year 
8 

Class Novel AO1+2+3 
 
Challenging Novel 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Characterisation 
Symbolism 
Setting 
Theme 
Literary context 
Structure 
Mood 
Social/Historical context 
Reader (context of 
production and 
reception) 

- sustain focus on a task 
- convey ideas coherently 

using an appropriate register 
- show a developed 

understanding of key aspects 
of an extract and its relation 
to a whole text  

- recognise and make 
thoughtful comments on 
writers’ use of language, 
form and structure; 

- use subject terminology to 
explore meaning 

- show an understanding of 
the relationships between 
texts and contexts 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 2 
Section B style 
task (extract 
and wider text) 
 
 

Poetry AO1+2+3 
 
Comparison (taught 
poems) 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Voice 
Setting 
Theme 
Form 
Structure 
Mood 
Poetic Methods 
Symbolism 
Comparison 
Similarities 
Differences 
Social/Historical context 
Literary context 
Reader (context of 
production + reception) 

- sustain focus on a task 
- convey ideas coherently 

using an appropriate register 
- show a developed 

understanding of key aspects 
of two poems 

- recognise and make 
thoughtful comments on 
writers’ use of language, 
form and structure; 

- use subject terminology to 
explore meaning 

- show an understanding of 
the relationships between 
texts and contexts 

- compare some similarities 
and differences between 
texts 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 1 
Section B 
comparison 
style task 

Non Fiction Reading 
AO1+2+3 
 
Satire across the ages 
(written and spoken) 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Satire  
Rhetoric 
Humour 
Allusion 
Society 
Purpose 
Structure 
Register 
Form 
Tone 
Inference 
Word classes 
Language devices  

- identify and interpret a range 
of details related to the task 

- coverage and comment 
across the whole text in detail 

- recognise and make accurate 
comments on writers’ use of 
language, tone and structure; 

- use subject terminology to 
explore meaning 

- show an understanding of the 
relationships between texts 
and contexts 

- compare some similarities 
and differences between 
texts 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 2 
Section A style 
tasks (retrieval 
and ‘what and 
how’, synthesis 
and 
comparison) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literary Project 
(1hr per week) 
 
‘Mud, Sweat and Tears’ 

- read and understand the 
content of the text 

- identify and deploy features 
of non-fiction writing 

Teacher 
defined writing 
tasks 

Literary Project 
(1hr per week) 
 
Challenging Fiction 

- read and understand the 
content of the text 

- identify and deploy features 
of fiction writing 

Teacher 
defined writing 
tasks 

Fiction Writing AO5+6 
 
Dystopian Fiction  
 
Key literary concepts: 
Characterisation 
Symbolism 
Setting 
Theme 
Structure 
Mood 
Genre conventions 
Plot development 
Contextual concerns 

- craft plot and 
characterisation (controlled 
use of ‘show not tell’ and 
dialogue) 

- shape writing with a clearly 
developed narrative arc, 
referencing genre 
conventions 

- use a variety of sentence 
structures 

- spell increasingly complex 
words accurately 

- incorporate a range of 
punctuation 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 1 
Section B style 
task 
 

Drama AO1+2+3 
 
Shakespearean Tragedy 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Character 
Setting 
Theme 
Genre conventions 
Structure 
Dramatic Methods 
Social/Historical context 
Soliloquy/Dialogue 
Binary oppositions 

- sustain focus on a task 
- convey ideas coherently 

using an appropriate register 
- show a developed 

understanding of key aspects 
of a text 

- recognise and make 
thoughtful comments on 
writers’ use of language, 
form and structure; 

- use subject terminology to 
explore meaning 

- show an understanding of 
the relationships between 
texts and contexts 

 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 1 
Section A 
whole play 
style task 

Non Fiction Writing  
AO5+6 
 
Speech writing 
(Balloon Debate) 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Argument 
Rhetoric 
Purpose 
Audience 
Persuasion 
Structure 
Register 
Satire  
Rhetoric 
Humour 
Allusion 
Society 

- show clear awareness of 
purpose and format of task 

- show clear awareness of the 
reader / intended audience 

- craft register to suit purpose / 
audience 

- provide developed reasons in 
support of opinions and 
develop ideas 

- use paragraphs to structure 
writing for effect 

- communicate with clarity and 
fluency 

- use a variety of sentence 
structures 

- spell increasingly complex 
words accurately 

- incorporate a range of 
punctuation 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 2 
Section B style 
task 



English: Curriculum Intent 

The English department aim to develop our students’ ability to articulate their own opinions in both speaking and writing, adapting their tone, language and register for different audiences and purposes.  We strive to hone their 

ability to persuade, argue and debate with confidence, crafting their work with an adventurous range of vocabulary.  We want to produce students who can evaluate their ideas; challenge the opinions of others whilst being 

prepared to have our own challenged too. 

We aim to introduce students to challenging literary texts, both from the Canon and across a range of different times and cultures.  We want our students to understand the value and importance of reading; how this helps us 

identify patterns and connections across texts, not just in English, but as a tool for accessing the whole curriculum.  Our students will also understand the range of literary, social, philosophical and moral contexts which shape the 

texts to read; they will understand how these contexts are central to the crafting of a text. 

English: Curriculum Implementation 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Topics, Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and knowledge Skills developed Assessment  

 
 
 
 

Year 
9 

Short Stories AO1+2+3 
 
Gothic Fiction 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Characterisation 
Symbolism 
Setting 
Theme 
Structure 
Mood 
Tropes 
Plot development 
Contemporary concerns 

- sustain sharp focus on a task 
- convey ideas coherently 

using an appropriate register 
- show a developed 

understanding of key aspects 
of an extract and its relation 
to a whole text  

- evaluate and make 
thoughtful comments on 
writers’ use of language, 
form and structure; 

- consistently use subject 
terminology to explore 
meaning 

- show a secure understanding 
of the relationships between 
texts and contexts 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 2 
Section B style 
task (extract 
and whole 
story) 
 
 

Poetry AO1+2+3 
 
Comparison (unseen 
poetry) 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Voice 
Setting 
Theme 
Form 
Structure 
Mood 
Poetic Methods 
Symbolism 
Comparison 
Similarities 
Differences 
Literary context 

- sustain sharp focus on a task 
- convey ideas coherently 

using an appropriate register 
- show a developed 

understanding of key aspects 
of two poems 

- evaluate and make 
thoughtful comments on 
writers’ use of language, 
form and structure; 

- consistently use subject 
terminology to explore 
meaning 

- sustain a comparison and 
clear discussion of similarities 
and differences between 
texts 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 2 
Section C 
unseen 
comparison 
style task 

Non Fiction Writing 
AO5+6 
 
Writing Letters of Note 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Argument 
Rhetoric 
Purpose 
Audience 
Persuasion 
Structure (+convention) 
Register 
Satire  
Rhetoric 
Humour 
Allusion 
Society 
Salutations 

- show secure awareness of the 
purpose and format of the 
task 

- craft register to suit purpose / 
audience with emerging 
evidence of originality and 
imagination 

- include well-judged content 
with detailed reasons 

- use clear shape and structure 
of writing for effect 

- communicate with clarity and 
fluency and some ambition 

- spell increasingly ambitious 
words accurately 

- deploy a range of punctuation 
for effect 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 2 
Section B style 
task 

Fiction Writing AO5+6 
 
Gothic fiction 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Characterisation 
Symbolism 
Setting 
Theme 
Structure 
Mood 
Tropes 
Plot development 
Contemporary concerns 

- craft plot and 
characterisation with 
emerging evidence of 
originality and imagination 

- shape writing with a clearly 
developed narrative arc, 
manipulating genre 
conventions 

- use a variety of sentence 
structures 

- spell increasingly ambitious 
words accurately 

- deploy a range of 
punctuation for effect 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 1 
Section B style 
task 
 

Non Fiction Reading 
AO1+2+3+4 
 
London across the ages 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Class 
Poverty 
Gender 
Industrialism 
Religion 
Science and Technology  
Society 
Purpose 
Structure 
Register 
Form 
Tone 
Inference 
Word classes 
Language devices  

- identify and interpret a wide 
range of details related to 
the task 

- coverage and comment 
across the whole text in 
detail 

- evaluate and make insightful 
comments on writers’ use of 
language, tone and structure; 

- consistently use subject 
terminology to explore 
meaning 

- show a secure understanding 
of the relationships between 
texts and contexts  

- compare similarities and 
differences between texts in 
detail 

 

Eduqas – 
Language 
Component 2 
Section A style 
tasks (whole 
section A of 
paper) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drama AO1+2+3 
 
Modern Drama 
(An Inspector Calls/The 
Crucible) 
 
Key literary concepts: 
Character 
Setting 
Theme 
Genre conventions 
Structure 
Dramatic Methods 
Social/Historical context 
Speech/Dialogue 
Binary oppositions 
Dramatic Irony 
Stagecraft  
Symbolism 

- sustain sharp focus on a task 
- convey ideas coherently using 

an appropriate register 
- show an evaluative 

understanding of key aspects 
of an extract and its relation 
to a whole text  

- evaluate and make thoughtful 
comments on writers’ use of 
language, form and structure; 

- consistently use subject 
terminology to explore 
meaning 

 

Eduqas – 
Literature 
Component 2 
Section A style 
task 

 


