
Art: Curriculum Intent 

The Art curriculum at Langley Park School for Boys is focused around four key principles; research, observation, experimentation and personal responses. 

We place importance on experimentation and quality in observational work. We have a playful yet serious approach to media, materials and processes. 

Agility and fluidity of thinking are central to the Art department’s ethos, explored through the inter-relationship of analogue and digital technologies and the role of drawing - a common language with many ‘dialects’. These 

approaches take place with reference to relevant historical and contemporary practitioners and are explored through discussion of their work in detail. 

Students have the opportunity on the course to visit galleries and museums. We also have a programme of visiting tutors from the Royal College of Art and professional artists. Through a combination of set and self-initiated projects 

students are given the opportunity for personal expression and exploration of ideas along with acquiring skills needed to express ideas and concepts the most confident way possible. 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Topics, Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and 

Knowledge 

Skills developed Assessment  Topics and 

knowledge 

Skills developed Assessment  

 

 

 

Year 

7 

THE DRAWING MYTH 

 

'The art of drawing 

which is of more real 

importance to the 

human race than that 

of writing...should be 

taught to every child 

just as writing is.' 

John Ruskin 

  

Students will develop 

confidence in using 

dry materials to 

create observational 

drawings. Due to 

National Curriculum 

constraints many year 

7 students may not 

have had much 

exposure to art. This 

unit is designed to 

develop a foundation 

whereby students can 

confidently record; 

demonstrating skills in 

tonal drawing, line, 

shape and spatial 

awareness. Students 

will be able to identify 

light sources, shadows 

and be able to 

describe texture. 

 

 

• Students will be 

introduced to the art 

studio and learn where 

to find key resources. 

• Students will learn 

about art materials 

used in drawing and 

how to use them. 

• Students will gain the 

ability to create a 

range of tones through 

adjusting pressure of 

shading. 

• Students will learn how 

to use pencil rendering 

to create the illusion of 

a 3D form. 

• Critical understanding 

of historical and 

contemporary 

practitioners of 

drawing. 

• A grasp of key 

technical terms such as 

tone, texture, shadows, 

highlights, mid tones 

and outlines. 

• The ability to develop 

artwork informed by 

the research of other 

artists and their own first 

hand observational 

drawings. 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

COLOUR 

 

The purest and most 

thoughtful minds are 

those which love 

colour the most. 

John Ruskin 

 

Students will be 

introduced to how 

colour is used by artists 

from a range of 

contemporary and 

historical contexts. 

Students will explore 

colour theory and 

investigate ways that 

it is used by artists. 

Students will explore 

ways that colour 

theory could be used 

to develop their own 

artwork. 

 

Students will learn how 

to use water colour 

and ready mix paint. 

Students will learn 

about the colourist, 

fauvist and abstract 

expressionist art 

movements.  

 

Students will learn 

about the following 

artists and in some 

cases emulate their 

artistic style in order to 

build a wide range of 

skills: 

-Turner 

-Bonnard 

-Rothko 

-Pollock 

-De Kooning 

-Hoyland 

-Heron  

-Hockney 

 

• Control and 

manipulation of paint. 

• Colour theory and 

application of colour 

theory to their own 

artwork. 

• Critical understanding 

of the art movements 

of Fauvism and 

abstract expressionism. 

• A grasp of key 

technical terms such as 

complimentary, 

harmonious and 

contrasting. 

• The ability to develop 

artwork informed by 

the research of other 

artists and their own first 

hand observational 

drawings. 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

relevant to 

SWEET AS CANDY 

 

Art is a technique of 

communication. The 

image is the most 

complete technique 

of all communication. 

Claes Oldenburg 

 

Students will learn how 

to apply knowledge 

from the formal 

elements learnt about 

in year 7 to create 2D 

and 3D artworks in 

response to the work 

of several historical 

and contemporary 

artists. Students will 

learn how their own 

artwork can have 

social and political 

concepts through the 

exploration of the pop 

art movement.  

 

Students will learn how 

to make large scale 

collaborative 3D 

sculptures from papier 

mache, mod-roc and 

wire.  

 

Students will refine 

their work through 

drawing which will be 

used primarily as a 

planning and 

development tool. 

 

Students will learn 

about the formal 

elements of form and 

structure.  

 

Students will discover 

the work of pop artists 

such as Andy Warhol 

and Claes Oldenberg. 

 

• Students will gain the 

skill of taking a project 

from a drawing to a 3D 

outcome. 

• Control and 

manipulation of papier 

mache, wire and mod-

roc. 

• The formal elements of 

form and structure. 

• Critical understanding 

of the art movements of 

Pop Art in particular the 

work of Andy Warhol 

and Claes Oldenburg. 

• The ability to develop 

artwork informed by the 

research of other artists 

and their own first hand 

observational drawings. 

• Students will  gain skills 

to collaborate on large 

scale projects with 

other artists. 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 



relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

 relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

         

 

 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Topics, Knowledge Skills developed Assessment  Topics and 

Knowledge 

Skills developed Assessment  Topics and 

knowledge 

Skills developed Assessment  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 

8 

URBAN ART 

 

“Art should comfort 

the disturbed and 

disturb the 

comfortable.” 

Banksy 

 

 

Students will explore 

the work of artists that 

work outside of the 

gallery.  Students will 

learn about how art 

can exist in the public 

domain and how 

inherently when in this 

environment the work 

is  more political. 

Students will develop 

a knowledge of 

working with a range 

of media including 

stencilling, spray paint, 

paint, pencil drawing 

and collage.  

 

Students will develop 

a knowledge of the 

formal elements of 

pattern, shape and 

how to simplify an 

image.  

 

Students will explore a 

wide breadth of 

contextual sources for 

inspiration from cave 

 

• Students will gain the 

skill of taking a printed 

image and turning it 

into a stencil.  

• Students will gain skills 

in using stencils, spray 

paint, pencil and 

collage in the style of a 

range of practitioners. 

• The formal elements of 

pattern and shape. 

• Critical understanding 

of the art movements 

of street art in 

particular the work of 

Banksy, JR and ROA 

• The ability to develop 

artwork informed by 

the research of other 

artists and their own first 

hand observational 

drawings. 

• Students will learn how 

to inform their work by 

political and social 

ideas. 

 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

IDENTITY 

 

‘People often expect 

tidy definitions of 

otherness, as if identity 

is something fixed and 

easily definable.’ 

-Mona Hatoum 

 

Students will learn how 

artists navigate their 

own identity through 

making artwork. 

Students will gain 

knowledge of how a 

range of artists have 

created different 

types of self portraits 

which could take the 

form of paintings, 

drawings, sculptures or 

installation art.  

 

Students will learn 

about facial 

proportions and 

systems of measuring 

including the grid 

method. 

 

Students will learn 

about how artists use 

artwork in an 

autobiographical way 

and develop work 

which is deeply 

personal to them. 

 

 

• Students will develop 

skills in drawing a face 

using correct 

proportions. 

• Students will be able to 

use the grid method to 

copy from a 2D image. 

• Students will gain the 

skill of combining 

collage and drawing in 

the style of Eduardo 

Paolozzi. 

• Students will develop 

skills in the juxtaposition 

of different images and 

how this can change 

the meaning of a 

portrait with a 

particular focus on the 

work of Kehinde 

Whiley. 

• Students will gain skills 

in using mixed media 

on one artwork and 

how layers can be 

used to create visual 

and conceptual 

effects. 

• The formal elements of 

pattern and shape. 

• Critical understanding 

of the work of Mona 

Hatoum, Eduardo 

Paolozzi, Kehinde 

Whiley, Francis Bacon 

and Tracey Emin. 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

 TEXT AND 

TYPOGRAPHY 

 

Students will further 

develop their 

knowledge from the 

previous unit by 

developing images 

using text.  

 

Students will learn 

about graphic artists 

and designers and 

how text and 

typography plays a 

key part in putting 

across a message.  

 

Students will learn 

about different 

typography styles and 

how they have 

impacted the visual 

world we live within.  

 

Students will work 

within drawing, 

painting, print and 

installation to create 

work which 

incorporates text and 

graphic imagery. 

 

Students will look in 

particular at the work 

of Phil Vance, Paz 

Guiterrez, Michael 

 

 

• Students will build on 

skills developed in the 

Identity unit when 

looking at the 

proportion of the face. 

• Students will develop 

skills in using lines of 

typography to develop 

contours of the face. 

• Students will be able to 

apply literacy skills to 

create meaningful 

conceptual 

typographic self 

portraits. 

• Students will create their 

own graphic products 

based on the style and 

technique of a range of 

practitioners. 

• The ability to develop 

artwork informed by the 

research of other artists 

and their own first hand 

observational drawings. 

• Students will learn how 

to inform their work by 

personal experience.  

• Students will  gain skills 

to collaborate on large 

scale projects with 

other artists. 

 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 



art to the work of 

artists such as Banksy, 

ROA, JR, Basquiat and 

Keith Haring.  

 

 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

Students will explore 

the work of a range of 

practitioners including 

Eduardo Paolozzi, 

Kehinde Whiley, 

Francis Bacon and 

Tracey Emin. 

 

 

 

• The ability to develop 

artwork informed by 

the research of other 

artists and their own first 

hand observational 

drawings. 

• Students will learn how 

to inform their work by 

personal experience.  

 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

Volpicelli and 

Margaret Calvert. 

 

Students will develop 

knowledge on 

pattern, shape and 

simplification. 

 

 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

 -         
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Year 

9 

   

 

      

MOMENTO MORI 

 

“Nothing is absolute. 

Everything changes, 

everything moves, 

everything revolves.’ 

 

― Frida Kahlo 

 

This unit introduces the 

students to a variety 

of media and aims to 

enthuse and 

encourage all 

students with high 

quality outcomes. 

 

Students will discuss 

and debate death in 

contemporary society 

and will compare and 

contrast different 

cultures treatment of 

this difficult subject 

matter. In the unity 

students will create a 

papier mache skull 

• Students will 

develop ways to 

respond to cultural 

stimulus in their 

practices. 

• Students will learn 

to plan 3d 

construction work 

and how to follow 

a process 

• Students will 

develop 

construction skills 

using papier 

mache. 

• Students will learn 

how to create 

highly decorative 

surfaces in acrylic 

paint using fine 

brushwork, layering, 

fine line pen and 

other media. 

• Students will reflect 

and discuss their 

own practice and 

its impact on the 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

 ARCHITECTURE 

 

‘Every great architect 

is - necessarily - a 

great poet. He must 

be a great original 

interpreter of his time, 

his day, his age.’ 

 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

 

Students will learn 

about the role of the 

architect and what 

this career involves.  

 

Students will learn 

about the architect’s 

role in society and 

how the build 

environment reflects 

social, cultural and 

economic change. 

 

With particular focus 

on Zaha Hadid 

students will look at 

 

• Students will 

develop skills in one 

point and two 

perspective 

drawing. 

• Students will be 

able to create their 

own architectural 

designs using 

perspective 

drawing. 

• Students will be 

able to use Adobe 

Photoshop to 

create abstract 

layered 

architectural forms. 

• Students will 

develop an 

understanding of 

the work of Zaha 

Hadid and her 

cultural 

significance.  

• Students will 

demonstrate an 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin

DECAY GCSE 

FOUNDATION 

 

Students will learn how 

to structure a project 

in a GCSE style. 

Students will develop 

work following the 

GCSE assessment 

objectives throw the 

phases of research, 

observation and 

development of ideas 

towards a final 

outcome. 

 

Students will employ 

the skills and 

techniques they have 

developed over the 

key stage three 

curriculum to create a 

more personalised 

project on the theme 

of decay. 

 

 

 

• Students will 

demonstrate an 

understanding of 

how sources inspire 

the development of 

ideas, relevant to 

fine art/graphics 

and photography 

including: 

 

• Students will explore 

how sources relate 

to individual, social, 

historical, 

environmental, 

cultural, ethical 

and/or issues-based 

contexts 

• how ideas, themes, 

forms, feelings and 

concerns can 

inspire personally 

determined 

responses that are 

primarily aesthetic, 

Students will 

be 

continually 

assessed 

throughout 

the unit 

following the 

GCSE AQA 

Assessment 

objectives for 

Fine Art. This 

will familiarise 

the students 

with the 

mode of 

assessment 

and a level of 

quality 

needed to be 

successful on 

the GCSE 

course.  

 

AO1: Develop 

ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstratin



sculpture which will be 

highly decorated, 

inspired by Mexican 

folk culture. 

 

Students will explore 

the work of Pre 

Colonial and Post 

Colonial artists in 

South and Central 

America. 

 

Students will look in 

depth at the work of 

Gabriel Orozco, Frida 

Kahlo and Damien 

Hirst. 

 

 

 

context of the 

school and  a wider 

audience. 

• Students will 

demonstrate an 

understanding of 

post colonial and 

pre colonial 

cultures in south 

and central 

America. 

 

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

how culture and 

experience can 

influence the work of 

an architect. Students 

will also look at how 

the work of an artist 

and architect can be 

blurred.  

 

Students will gain 

knowledge of one 

and two perspective 

drawing. 

 

Students will learn 

about digital image 

making software such 

as Adobe Photoshop. 

 

 

understanding of 

how to develop 

work through 

abstraction 

techniques. 

• Students will reflect 

and discuss their 

own practice and 

its impact on the 

context of the 

school and  a wider 

audience. 

 

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

Looking in particular 

at the work of 

Hepworth, Moore and 

Gormley to find 

inspiration. 

 

This unit will equip the 

students with the skills 

and independence to 

pursue GCSE Art, 

Photography and 

Graphics at KS4.  

 

 

 

 

intellectual or 

conceptual. 

• The ways in which 

meanings, ideas 

and intentions 

relevant to fine art 

can be 

communicated 

including the use of: 

 

• colour 

• line 

• form 

• tone 

• texture 

• shape 

• composition 

• rhythm 

• scale 

• structure 

• surfaces. 

 

Students will demonstrate skills 

in the following media: 

 

• mark-making 

• monoprint 

• block printing 

• assemblage 

• construction 

• digital working methods 

 

g critical 

understandin

g of sources. 

 

AO2: Refine 

work by 

exploring 

ideas, 

selecting and 

experimentin

g with 

appropriate 

media, 

materials, 

techniques 

and 

processes. 

 

AO3: Record 

ideas, 

observations 

and insights 

relevant to 

intentions as 

work 

progresses. 

 

AO4: Present 

a personal 

and 

meaningful 

response that 

realises 

intentions 

and 

demonstrates 

understandin

g of visual 

language. 

 

 


