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Weekly Newsletter 17th December 2021 

A Letter from Mr Parsons... 
Dear Families, 

 

Welcome to our end of term newsletter at the end of what has been a very busy term for all. After the disruption of the last 18 months it has been 

really refreshing for this term to have felt relatively normal in terms of the everyday life at Langley Park School for Boys. We have seen a return to a 

full programme of sporting fixtures; concerts and performances have been back in person, and we have also seen a significant number of educa-

tional visits taking place, both day trips, and our weekend visits to Youlgreave. It is a shame that this final week was unexpectedly curtailed right at 

the end but I hope that doesn’t detract too much from our successes this term. 

In the world of sport it has been a very busy rugby season with around 170 fixtures having taken place since September. This has involved an in-

credible total of 394 students who have represented the school at rugby at some point this term. We have also seen great success with our 

6th Form Netball Teams, and with our first Girls’ Hockey team also playing a number of fixtures and improving with every game. It is fantastic that 

the sporting programme that means so much to the school has been able to resume so wholeheartedly. 

The Performing Arts have also returned in force with numerous live performances. We have enjoyed our Autumn Classical Concert, an informal 

Concert and the absolutely wonderful Christmas Concert at St George’s Church in Beckenham. The traditional end of term Snowcase which was 

due to take place last night was recorded instead through the day on Thursday and the link to the video will be available imminently so that too 

can be enjoyed on the TV with your family. 

At the end of this term we are saying goodbye to a few members of staff who I would like to mention. Firstly, Amy Maclean from the Languages 

department is leaving us to take on a new role closer to home. Amy is a fantastic teacher and we wish her every success. We are also saying good-

bye to my Deputy Headteacher, Mark Ridley. In the time that Mark has been with us he has made an enormous contribution to the school, firstly 

by managing extremely effectively the Teacher Assessed Grade process last summer, and also this year his work around supporting the year 11 and 

13 students as they prepare for their exams has been immense. Mark is leaving to take up the role of Headteacher at Ravensbourne School and we 

wish him well. Finally, we are also saying goodbye to a true ‘Langley Legend’. Dave Conway from the Geography department has been working at 

Langley Boys for an astonishing 42 years and one term. There are not enough words to convey our thanks for all that he has done for the school 

over such a long period of time but we are extremely grateful to Dave for all that he has done. Needless to say, we all wish him a very long and 

very happy retirement – it has been well earned. Dave has written his own letter to students, staff and families as he leaves us which is included in 

this newsletter.  

Whilst I think it’s safe to say that at this point in time we are not quite sure what January 2022 is going to look like, we can only hope that the new 

year is a safe and happy one for all. A reminder that Tuesday 4th January and Wednesday 5th January are our Covid testing days and the schedule 

for this has already been circulated. Please ensure your child does not miss their allocated testing slot. A reminder also that all students return to 

school on Thursday 6th January at 8:15. 

  

All that remains is for me to wish you all a very merry Christmas. Have a really good rest over the break. See you in the new year! 

  

Best wishes 

Mr S. Parsons 

Headteacher 



 

 

 
Mr Conway’s School-Daze Part 2 

Hello parents, students, pupils and colleagues,  

After spending portions of six decades teaching at Langley Park, I thought I 

should express my thanks to everyone on my retirement. I have been extremely 

fortunate to work in two schools, both at Langley Park – as a young member of 

staff at the Old School, the years zoomed by, whilst the New School has been a 

wonderful experience and kept me coming back for more. 

 I must confess, I have felt a bit of a fraud at times. I never applied to work at the 

school in 1979 – my dad did! I was working quite happily on a beach in Anglesey, 

looking forward to the tenth and final week of my contract as a Beach Warden, 

when he told me he had arranged an interview at Langley Park. I travelled down 

on a Monday, met Brian Phythian, (ex-Manchester Grammar English teacher and Manchester United 

supporter) who appointed me on the spot as I had been to Manchester University. The snag was, in ad-

dition to teaching Geography, I had to teach Geology, History and European Studies and feed his dog, 

Yorick, every day… actually I made that last bit up…  By the Thursday, I was living in Catford and begin-

ning a 42 year relationship with the Hayes Line, fortunately as a reverse commuter. 

My teacher qualification has me down as a Physical Education specialist. I trained at Chelsea College in 

Eastbourne, the same PE College attended by Langley staff such as Rupert Gibson and our very own 

Mark Ridley, who has made a great impact in the short time he has been here. After a change of mind 

and circumstances, I switched to Geography. The university education came in handy again. It has been 

great working at a school with such a great sporting tradition – great for many reasons, the staff, stu-

dents, pupils (and facilities) all combining to achieve so much through hard work and dedication. 

I originally only intended to stay three years before moving on. I am so glad I stayed, although my long 

serving colleague Mr Peters Senior is fond of reminding me that I should have gone a long time ago. 

Brian Phythian supported and financed my dream of doing a Master’s Degree, so I was happy to stay a 

bit longer. It is his fault I am leaving at the end of the Autumn Term as he docked me two days’ pay for 

taking time off to visit Hawaii for Christmas 1982/3. So now I have completed 42 years and one term 

minus the two days I devoted to studying volcanoes and surfers, cocktails and sunsets, colourful shirts… 

I digress… 

I want to offer a million thanks to all the parents for your support, encouragement, patience, under-

standing and of course, buying a house in the catchment area. You have helped make my job easier and 

more pleasurable. I shall miss your sons’ excuses for not doing homework, chatting with you on Parents’ 

Evenings and reminiscing over old times with former students. It has been immensely rewarding to 

teach dynasties of pupils, seeing the boys become fathers, and then in turn, teaching their sons. It is 

now time for me to stand aside and let the young brigade take over. The Geography Department main-

tains that vital blend of talented young teachers combined with wise, experienced practitioners so I am 

confident they will maintain the strong tradition I hope I have contributed to. I shall also miss the Sixth 

Form hugely and can honestly say, that becoming Assistant Director of Sixth Form at Langley Park was 

the best career move I made in my time here.  

By a strange twist of fate, my Langley journey ends as it started. I plan to spend New Year at the beach I 

was working on in 1979. However, instead of driving back to London on December 31st  as is usually the 

case, I shall enjoy the first few days of retirement walking on the shore, thinking of what to do in Janu-

ary. Not being one to miss an opportunity to educate or philosophise, and to end on a high note, 

please listen to the sound clip below… 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=iRVqe5i7pgA 
 

D. S. Conway 

Geography Department 1979-2021 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=iRVqe5i7pgA


 

 U15 Rugby End of Season Report 
The U15 rugby team have had an excellent season making huge progress in their skill development, decision mak-

ing and team cohesion (since their last U13 season). The U15A team have played 15 matches, won 9 and lost 

6 (67% win ratio). As a team they have scored 293 points with impressive wins versus Trinity 28-0, Maidstone 

Grammar 22-0 and Gravesend Grammar 47-5.   

 

Character and Values  

The U15A team have made significant improvements both on and off the pitch to improve as young people and as 

rugby players. Big improvements have been made around the core values of discipline and respect. The atmos-

phere and culture at training has been entirely positive and productive, with players becoming more independent 

and responsible. The man of the match award is voted for by the players. In total 9 different U15 play-

ers have received the man of the match award, with Fraser Jackson and Ryan Jones voted man of the match 3 times 

each for their standout performances.  

 

Training and Development  

The U15A team have made significant progress in their technical performance this season ranging from new line-

out moves to dynamic backs moves and defensive exit structures. The players have shown total commitment to-

wards their skill development, attending 3 training sessions per week including before school training from 7am to 

8am on Tuesdays. We’ve had a healthy number of players attending training and 32 players have made at least one 

appearance for the U15A team. Cillian Tookey, Fraser Jackson, Marcus Cato and Sam Dowding are the most capped 

players with 15 appearances for the U15 team.  

 

Points, Tries and Conversions  

The U15A team have scored 293 points and 50 tries in 15 games. 11 players scored a try this season including Leon 

Nelson-Martin (23), Ryan Jones (9), Simeon Iwowo (7), Jayden Quashie (2), Cillian Tookey (2), Conor Ryan (1), Joe 

Conway (1), Isaac Methven (2), Marcus Cato (1), Sam Dowding (1) and Charlie McCormack (1). Ryan Jones scored a 

phenomenal 27 conversions (6 versus Gravesend Grammar), 9 tries and 2 penalties, accumulating 105 points in 13 

games. Leon Nelson-Martin delivered some of the most memorable tries of the season, scoring 23 tries in 

12 games (115 points). Scoring a century or more for the U15s is an incredible individual achievement and posi-

tions Ryan and Leon in the top 5 points scorers across the whole school.   

  

U15 National Schools Vase  

The U15A team remain in Round 5 of the National Schools Vase competition. Our strong Vase run has included 

knock-out performances versus Chislehurst and Sidcup Grammar School in Round 1 (W 38-12), Colfe's School in 

Round 2 (walkover), Gravesend Grammar School in Round 3 (W 47-5) and Maidstone Grammar in Round 4 (W 22-

0). We now prepare for Round 5 (last 16) versus Eastbourne College at home on Wednesday 12th January 

2022. The winner qualifies to the quarterfinals of the National Vase (last 8 in the country). We welcome plenty of 

home support to encourage the boys in January 2022. A special thanks to the U14 players who stepped up and 

played for the U15 team in the National Vase matches including Charlie McCormack, Jayden Dei-Tutu, Arthur Mat-

thews and Antwone Hollinzed Howard.  

 

Rugby League  

On Tuesday 16th November 2021 the U15s competed in the Champion Schools Rugby League regional festival 

(London & South East). We won 20-4 versus Longdean School, won 16-8 versus Westcliff High School for Boys and 

lost 12-8 versus Howard of Effingham. We qualified into the London & South East regional final hosted at Brunel 

University Sports Park on 7th December 2021 versus Howard of Effingham (again). The winner of this match would 

be the top seed going into the Champion Schools Rugby League National Finals. In absolutely appalling weather, 

we battled until the final whistle and lost 46-8. Congratulations to Sam Dowding who was identified by Howard of 

Effingham Head Coach, as the Man of the Match for his huge defensive performance. We qualified as the second 

seed for the London & South East region, which means that we will play the second seed for Yorkshire (away) in 

the National Finals in 2022.    

 

Rugby Dinner 2021/2022  

The Rugby Dinner was hosted in the Performance Hall on Friday 10th December 2021 and attended by many of the 

players and parents of the U15 team. This was a special evening to celebrate the rugby programme across the 

whole school. Congratulations to Ryan Jones and Leon Nelson-Martin for winning Player(s) of the Season award 

and Alex Walker for winning the Core Values of Rugby award.   



 

 

Football 

Basketball 

Sports News 
Results for Week Commencing: 

13th December 2021 

Rugby Union 

Boys-U16A Home Harris Academy Beckenham Lost : 12 - 14 Bromley Youth Games 

Boys-U16A Home Coopers School Won : 32 - 4 Bromley Youth Games 

Boys-U14A Away Hayes School Won : 61 - 43 Area Cup 

1st XI Away Bexley Grammar School Draw : 2 - 2 League 

Boys-U14A Away Woodlands School Won : 55 - 0  

Boys-U14B Away Woodlands School Won : 60 - 10  

Boys-U13A Away Woodlands School Lost : 15 - 50  

Boys-U13B Away Woodlands School Won : 60 - 15  

Boys-U12A Home Woodlands School Won : 45 - 15 Friendly 

Boys-U12B Home Woodlands School Won : 50 - 15 Friendly 

 

Sixth Form Open Evening  

Our Sixth Form Open Evening for 

internal students is scheduled for 

Tuesday 11th January, and our 

Sixth Form Open Evening for ex-

ternal students is scheduled for 

Thursday 27th January 2022. 

 

Please check the LPSB website for 

further details:  

 

https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1093/

sixth-form-open-evening-2022  

 
Eden Red Vouchers 

Eden Red vouchers have been purchased and should be available via your 

normal email address from Monday 20th December.  This is for those families 

eligible for free school meals and Pupil Premium.  

https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1093/sixth-form-open-evening-2022
https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1093/sixth-form-open-evening-2022


 

A massive thank you to all students in year 7, 8 and 9 for all their hard work this term in their 
lessons. Here are the results for the Dance class interform points. Incredible commitment, focus 
and energy this Autumn Term – well done to everyone who took part.  

 

A huge thank you for all of the kind donations that we received to the 

LPSB Food Bank Christmas Hamper Campaign in association with 

Food+.  Thanks to your generosity, we received over 1,600 items to 

help local families in Bromley.   

   

 
Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday 4th January: 

Inset Day 

Covid Testing - Students 

(PM) 

Wednesday 5th January: 

Covid Testing - Students 

(AM and PM)  

Thursday 6th January: 

Start of Term 

Please check our website for 

details of the Covid Testing 

Schedule for students: 

https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1104/

news/post/75/covid-testing-

prior-to-return-to-school-in-

january  

https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1104/news/post/75/covid-testing-prior-to-return-to-school-in-january
https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1104/news/post/75/covid-testing-prior-to-return-to-school-in-january
https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1104/news/post/75/covid-testing-prior-to-return-to-school-in-january
https://www.lpsb.org.uk/1104/news/post/75/covid-testing-prior-to-return-to-school-in-january


 

LPSB Library 

It has been busy in the library this past term with 157 brand new books added to the 

shelves: including more graphic novels and finally a small but growing selection of 

Manga. We have loaned 441 books; 5 DVDs and the sixth form laptops have been 

used over 2050 times!  

Every Friday lunchtime the library is used by the wonderfully en-

thusiastic year 7 thinking skills club who have been using their 

time to plan, create and make a school magazine which is due to 

be published this week!  

Back in November we were lucky enough to receive a visit from the author 

Jon Robinson who talked to year 7 and 8 about how and why he started to 

write books. He stayed for the day and lead two creative writing workshops.  

Over the course of the term the library has highlighted many different topics 

and genres to draw attention to just some of the fantastic books that are on 

the shelves and ready to read. From COP26 to Dyslexia Awareness 

Week; Black History Month to Armistice Day. Anti-Bullying Week 

showcased books about resilience, friendship and kindness and Non

-fiction November aimed to allow students see that factual books can 

be fun as well as developing critical thinking skills and learning about 

people & real lives.  

The library is now on Instagram: lpsb_library and Twitter: lpsb_library. 

Follow us to find out up to date news and information.  

INFORMATION 

Don’t forget to continue reading over the Christmas break whether it be books, newspapers or magazines.  

Beckenham library’s opening times are: 

Friday 24
th

 December: open until 1pm 

25
th

, 26
th

, 27
th

, 28
th

 December: closed 

Wednesday 29
th

 December: open 

Thursday 30
th

 December: closed 

Friday 31
st
 December: open 

Teenage Reading Groups Run by Bromley Libraries 

West Wickham Library 

Teenage Reading Group for Older Teens (14-18) | Fri-

days (monthly) | 4-5pm 

Reading group for young peo-

ple 14-18. Please contact West 

Wickham Library for infor-

mation: 020 87774139/ west-

wickham.library@gll.org 

Teenage Reading Group (13+) | Fridays (monthly) | 5.30

-6.30pm 

Reading group for young people 13+. Please contact 

West Wickham Library for information. 020 87774139/ 

westwickham.library@gll.org 

Penge Library 

Teenage Reading Group | Saturdays (monthly) | 10.45-

11.45am 

Reading group for young people. Please contact Penge 

library for information: 020 3915 7066/ 

penge.library@gll.org 
Recommended age: 11-13 years (Younger Teenage Reading Group) 

            14+ years (Older Teenage Reading Group) 

You can also visit libbyapp.com to sign up to 

the Better Libraries Digital Consortium and 

download free eBooks  

 Competition 

This term there was a competition to see which students 

could borrow, read and return the most books from the li-

brary. I am pleased to announce that the top 5 borrowers in 

the entire school are: Angelos Kodra 7D, Isaac Farrimond 7A, 

Tristan Lloyd 7Z, Keenan Ray-Sparks 7Z and Shayan Bance 

7A.  Angelos has borrowed an astonishing 26 books since 

the start of September which is a fantastic achievement! All 

5 winners have been notified. 

Statistics  

The Top 10 books borrowed this year are: 

Alex Rider – Eagle Strike: the graphic novel 

Invisible Woman – Exposing data bias in a world designed for men. 

Nowhere (inspired by our author visit) 

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief 

Alex Rider – Point Blank: the graphic novel 

Sawbones 

Skulduggery Pleasant 

Timmy Failure: Mistakes were made 

Timmy Failure: Sanitized for your protec-

tion 

mailto:westwickham.library@gll.org
mailto:westwickham.library@gll.org
mailto:westwickham.library@gll.org
mailto:penge.library@gll.org


 

 
 

 

Friends of LPSB 

The friends have gotten back to normal (almost) this term. Under the leadership of our 

amazing chair, Rob, we've raised thousands in funds for the school and built on the 

community spirit that defines Langley Boys. All we do relies on our bank of volunteers.  

How about making a 2022 new year's resolution right now  - resolve to volunteer?! Even 

for 1 hour in all of 2022. Email lpsbvolcoordinator@lpsb.org.uk today.   

Sadly, the amazing Rob will be leaving us next year and come Spring, we will 

introduce you to his successor. In the meantime, we wish all LPSB families a 

happy, happy Christmas. 

Need help with your University personal statement? Hear from STEM Ambassadors about their own experience in this 60-
minute webinar!  

About this event 

Monday 20th December: 4.00pm - 5.00pm 
If you are a student currently applying to university, or thinking ahead to 2023 then the London Ambassa-
dor Hub invites you to join us for this bitesize webinar where you can hear from our STEM Ambassadors 
who will be sharing their experiences of writing their own personal statement. 
This is a great opportunity to see and hear some real examples of what our Ambassadors wrote and sup-
port your journey in writing your own personal statement. 
This webinar will take place on Monday 20th December, starting at 4.00pm for 60 minutes, so that indi-
vidual students with an interest may attend. 
The webinars are designed for pupils aged 16 - 19 and will be delivered using MS Teams with safe-
guarding settings in place (cameras will be disabled and interactions in the chat function which will be 
monitored by a STEM Ambassador Hub employee). Webinars will not be recorded. 
 
Please click https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stem-ambassadors-share-their-uni-personal-statement-
experience-tickets-224569171437 for more information and to register.  

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stem-ambassadors-share-their-uni-personal-statement-experience-tickets-224569171437
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stem-ambassadors-share-their-uni-personal-statement-experience-tickets-224569171437
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